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Important Dates 

 Jan. 15 - Spelling Bee 

 Jan. 18 - No School 

 Jan. 28 - PTO/SAC Meeting 

5pm 

 Jan. 29 - Dress Of Choice 

Day 

 Feb. 8 - Governing Board 

Meeting 6pm 

 Feb. 9-10 - Third Grade 

Reading CSAP 

 Feb. 15 - No School 

Dear ACS Families and Friends, 

This week, we began our first round of MAPs testing which is the computerized 

test on Reading, Math, and Language Usage.  2nd through 8th graders take this mid-

year test and will take it again in the spring.  This test allows us to determine 

growth of students and indicate any areas of concern that we may need to offer extra help.  Mid-

dle School students should have completed these tests this week and elementary will continue 

testing until the first week in February.  Teachers will share the results of these assessments with 

you at our spring Parent/Teacher Conferences! 

Our SAC has been analyzing our School Improvement Plan (SIP) with our CSAP results.  They 

have developed a wonderful analysis and I will include parts of this analysis in my newsletters.  

One area they concentrated on was how effective our new math curriculum is. 

Math CSAP Results from 2009 

8th Grade: 

72% of our graduating students are proficient/advanced 

30% are advanced 

The number of proficient math students increased by 11% 

The number of advance math students increased by 12% 

The number of proficient/advanced math students increased by 24% 

Above district averages in math 

7th Grade: 

90% are proficient/advanced 

53% are advanced 

The number of proficient math students increased by 2% 

The number of advanced math students increased by 21% 

*ACS 7th grade students placed 3rd in Math CSAP results for proficient/advanced out 

of all Castle Rock area middle schools - behind only American Academy and Platte 

River Academy 

Above district averages in math 

6th Grade: 

78% are proficient/advanced 

33% are advanced 

5th Grade: 

85% are proficient/advanced 

45% are advanced 

The number of proficient/advanced math students increased by 1½% 

The number of advanced math students increased by 13% 

Above district averages in math 

4th Grade:  

90% are proficient/advanced 

46% are advanced 

Dean Brown 
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The number of proficient/advanced math students increased by 8% 

The number of advanced math students increased by 16% 

Above district averages in math 

3rd Grade: 

78% are proficient/advanced 

35% are advanced 

 

As CSAP assessments are around the corner, I thought this was timely information!  Our 3rd graders will take their first round of CSAP 

tests  on Reading  February 9-10 and March 2-3.  4th through 8th grade will take their CSAP assessments March 1-4. Please do not sched-

ule doctor visits during these time frames.  Thanks! 

 

We hope you have a wonderful 3 day weekend and we’ll see you on Tuesday!  Remember we do have school next Friday, January 22!  We 

do not follow the district’s calendar on that day. 

 

Warmly, 

Yvette Brown 

ACS Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 

Lost And Found Overflowing 

Picture Valentine Orders Available 
Your students will be bringing home an order form for Valentines with their school picture on them in Fri-
day folders.  Only students that had a school picture taken will have these preview valentines.  This is a fund-
raiser for our school so your order does make some money for ACS also.  The order deadline is January 28th, 
and we request that orders are back in by this date.  This is a fun way for the students to exchange their val-
entines! 

Please check the Lost and Found in the Cafeteria as we have collected many hoodies and 

various other items of clothing and lunch boxes.  

Did you know that your heart beats about 100,000 times every day and that your circulatory system is over 

60,000 miles long?  Having a healthy heart is so important! 

ACS is doing Jump Rope for Heart, which is a fundraiser for the American Heart Association.  Kindergar-
ten through 5th grade students will be coming home with a letter and a collection envelope this Friday.  
Students are encouraged to register online by going to www.americanheart.org/jump.  Click on register, 
find Colorado, and sign up under Academy Charter School.  Our goal is to send out 1000 emails to friends 
and family inviting them to become “heart heroes” when they donate to the cause.  Donations are due 
Friday, February 26.  We will be having a jump roping demonstration and will practice our jump roping 
skills in PE over the next several weeks, so get ready to jump and help save lives! 

Jump Rope for Heart 

mailto:browny@academycharter.org
http://www.americanheart.org/jump
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Next Governing Board Meeting      
Working Session – Monday, January 25th from 6:00 to 8:00pm. 
Regular Meeting - Monday, February 8th in the ACS cafeteria from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  
ACS parents and staff are always welcome and encouraged to attend these meetings. Remember, by attending you will earn 

volunteer hours, and keep up on what’s happening at ACS.  
 

Acswantstoknow@academycharter.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students for representing their grade and doing a great job in the Geo Bee!  Hope to see you back again 
next year.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Your Pride Wear Today! 

Spirit Wear Fridays Start in February! 

Catch the Spirit! 

Spirit wear is returning to the students of ACS.  In days gone by, ACS used to have spirit wear shirts which could be worn on Fridays in 

lieu of an ACS dress code shirt.  In a blast from the past, ACS will be offering spirit wear again. 

Choose shirts from two styles, short sleeve or long sleeve, with a choice between two different logos.  Shirts will be $15 each regardless of 

style or logo.  We wanted to practice our Saxon Math multiples of 15! 

Spirit wear will be sold from Jan. 8 to Jan. 22 for the first ordering period of the year.  Samples will be displayed in the lobby during 

this ordering period.  We plan to offer another ordering period later in the spring, depending on how sales go the first go round.  Spirit 

wear order forms will be available in early January as part of the Weekly Newsletter and in Friday Folders.  We hope to have 

shirts delivered by Feb. 12th. 

If you have older ACS spirit wear clothes at home, you can begin wearing them on Spirit Fridays only after the newly available spirit shirts 

are delivered and if the shirt is still in good condition.  If students have ACS sweatshirts from a team activity, these can also be worn 

Governing Board News 

4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Ana Vier 

Zach Akin 

Charlie Nims 

Corey Craig 

Madison Arnell 

Kayla Myers 

Claire Hodgkins 

Matthew Hodgkins 

Hunter Arnell 

Justin Pearson 

   

2nd ANNUAL ACS GEOGRAPHY BEE WINNER 

Hunter Arnell  

Congratulations Hunter and Good Luck at State!  

  
  
 

  

  
ACS Spelling Bee 

 Friday, January 15th @ 4:15pm 
 in the ACS Gym 

  
All are welcome.  Come cheer on our students! 

4th Grade 
Austin Brady 
Katy Farmer 
Samantha Osgood 
  

5th Grade 
Heather Hannigan 
Cassie Unruh 
 Lizzie Ragan 

6th Grade 
Abby Andrade 
Mickey Page 
Caroline Sellers 

7th Grade 
Eric Bayman 
Claire Hodgkins 

8th Grade 
 Ian Fullinwider 
 Brianne Walker 
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when Spirit Fridays begin as well. 

Students will be able to wear an ACS spirit wear shirt instead of their ACS dress code shirt on Fridays.  All other ACS dress code guide-

lines still apply, so spirit wear Fridays are NOT dress down days.   Spirit wear shirts must be tucked in as well.   

We hope this will instill more ACS spirit at school as well as give students another option for dress code every Friday. 

Not wanting to confuse the two different ACS clothing options being sold by PTO we’ve tried to name them appropriately.   

Students wear Spirit wear                                      Parents wear Pride wear 

An order form is available at end of this newsletter. 

1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

DCHS Football 
                If your child is interested in football at Douglas County High School next year,  there will be a par-
ent informational meeting at the Douglas County High School North building  on  Wednesday , January 27th, 
at 6:30 p.m.  Coach Ketron will talk to parents about expectations and the program. 

Remember that lifting will start in April for the boys! 
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***Spirit Wear shirts may be worn in place of uniform shirt on FRIDAYS. All other dress code 

guidelines still apply. 


