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Inside this issue: 

Important Dates 

Apr. 16 - PTO Meeting 5:30 

Apr. 17 - MS Dance 

Apr. 20 - No School 

Apr. 24 - Dress Down Day 

Apr. 28 - K-2 Spring Pro-

gram 6-8 pm 

Apr. 29 Drama Performance 

5:30 

Board meeting recap - The Governing Board’s April meeting was held this past Monday. 

Among the items discussed was the replacement of the gym floor, which is tentatively planned for 

this summer. Our custodian, Sue Parks, has been researching replacement options and costs; she 

is still waiting to hear from the Douglas County School District concerning what types of floors 

they use.   

Teachers’ report – Elementary: Students are practicing furiously for the April 28th program. The 

teachers are learning to use their ELMO projector systems, and say “thank you!” for this new 

technology in their classrooms. The “Race to Read” reading program is currently underway.  And 

coming up on May 7th is the elementary talent show, with some 47 acts lined up! 

Middle school update: Middle school teachers are also undergoing ELMO training, learning many 

user-friendly tricks. In class news, Mr. Goody’s 8th graders are working on a mini-project about 

the Middle East and oil trading, and the 7th graders are deep into rock lab identifications. Upcom-

ing field trips – 7th grade will go to Dinosaur Ridge, 8th to the Olympic Training Center in Colo-

rado Springs and to Coors Field to learn the science of baseball.  Middle school students have 

been hard at work rehearsing for their Showcase to be held April 29th. 

We have several middle school achievers to recognize! Grace Kennedy, ACS 7th grader, won a 

trip to Peru, based on a National Geographic essay she wrote and her personal interview. Out of 

thousands of entries, she was one of 15 chosen to go on this trip.  6th Grader Austin Hazlehurst 

qualified for and competed in the state round of the National Geography Bee, which was held in 

Denver in April. And Mia Dortch, 8th grader, represented ACS in the state spelling bee this past 

April, for the 3rd year in a row! Congratulations to these students for their accomplishments! 

Homeschool – The program has an enrollment of 129 students in place for next year, seven stu-

dents above this year’s numbers. Homeschool teachers were offered contracts for the first time 

ever. All homeschool teachers will be returning and all off-site locations are secure for next year. 

Committee reports – Operations: the irrigation pump for the field is getting repaired. Communi-

cations:  We had 116 respondents for the spring survey, meaning just under one-third of all fami-

lies at the school participated. The next step will be to have the board and administration review 

the survey results. Policy: There will be four clothing vendors working with ACS who will offer a 

percentage of costs back to the school if you purchase from them. Look for dress code samples in 

the lobby. 

The volunteer hours requirement and those with zero hours were discussed at Monday’s meeting. 

Children of families without volunteer hours cannot be put back on the wait list. One suggestion 

was to make these parents appear before the board and explain why they have no hours – some-

thing that North Star Academy currently does. It appears that many parents just forgot to record 

their hours. Donating money to pay for the hours has been brought up repeatedly, but still does 

not fulfill getting parents more involved with the school, as is the intent. Clayton, board president, 

sent out a reminder memo to parents, which did spur on some to record hours. The next step, as 

outlined in the parent contract, would be to publicize the names of those still with zero volunteer 

hours.  

Governing Board News 
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Governing Board elections – We received two applications for the positions that were open on the Governing Board, so there will not 

be a formal election and these two applicants, Scot Brooks and Steve Schilffarth, will be appointed as members of the Governing Board. 

Next meetings – A board/staff meeting will be held on April 29th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., followed by a working session from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m. Please note that the next general meeting – May 11th from 6 to 8 p.m. – is one of only two board meetings remaining in this 

school year. Don’t miss the opportunity to fulfill that meeting requirement for all parents, as agreed to in the parent contract. As the 

school year winds down, we hope to have a great turnout from our parents! See you there! 

PTO Corner 

STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK!  
 
May 4th-8th:  Please help the Dean's and PTO recognize our wonderful staff and teachers.  If your Classroom Coordinators have not yet 
communicated with you, please touch base with them or contact Misty O'Leary at  jimandmisty@comcast.net for details as to what the 
week entails and how you can help! 
  
PAPA JOHN'S PIZZA AND THE DOUGLAS COUNTY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION are donating .50 to ACS for every or-
der placed.  Please share our code: ACHART with friends and family so they can help raise money for ACS! 
  
BOX TOPS 
Deadline for the April competition is Monday, April 27th! 
  
FINAL PTO MEETING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 
Thursday, April 16th @ 5:30 p.m.  Please join us as we vote in the revised By-Laws, vote in our new Executive Board and learn how we 
can earn money for our school from Papa John's Pizza and Local Value Fundraising. 

  
Donut Day was a big hit with the kids and we raised $300. Thanks to all the parents who bought donuts by the dozen! 
 
Reminder to parents:  Please remember to purchase their Local Value credit dollars at www.localvaluefundraising.com/
store/pc/co166.asp.  75% of every dollar spent through April 30th goes to ACS. If each family orders 60 credit dollars 
at a cost of $48, we will raise $11,000! 

 Don’t forget!  Next week we will be celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Week here at the school.  I have a special 
gift for you and we will have refreshments every day as you come in and a breakfast on Thursday morning in the 
Cafeteria.  If you can’t come and stay, please plan to stop by and grab something to take.  We want you to know 
that the ACS staff appreciates all the work you do for our school.  Thanks again for being our “shining stars!” 

 

Anne Belfrage 
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

Volunteer News 
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SAC News 

Race to Read Update 

What an exciting program this has been! I have seen very motivated and eager students! I wanted to give an update on the program. We 
are now wrapping up our 4th Week and have about 2 more weeks to go. As a school, in almost 4 weeks we have completed 189 laps, had 
117 students participate, and have read for 1096 hours! Great job!! Be sure to check out the reading sheets that are displayed throughout 
the school! 

 

The students will earn tickets to Bandimere Speedway’s “Night of Fire and Thunder” which will be on Saturday, May 16 th. They will not 
receive these tickets until after the program ends on May 1st. This is different than the tickets that they receive to the Colorado National 
Speedway after their 2nd lap. They will also receive their prizes for laps 4 and beyond at a later time. 

 

If you have any questions, or want to share any comments, please feel free to email Mrs. Bigbey at bigbeyj@academycharter.org. Thanks 
for your help and support of this program. We hope to make it an annual event! 

Race to Read 

SAC news - At the April 7th SAC meeting, we focused on making sure our membership would be fulfilled to comply with state require-

ments. Parent Mandy Vercauteren volunteered and will be the newest parent member of the SAC board. Welcome and thank you, Mandy! 

An election is still necessary to receive our funding so you will see that process coming in the next week or so. Still needed is a PTO rep 

to serve a two year term. This person would be responsible for communication between the SAC and PTO and we estimate it’s about 20-

30 hours of volunteer time over the school year.  A community member is also needed for a two year term – this has to be someone who 

lives in Douglas County but does not have kids at ACS and is a working member of society. Please let Kristen Wenaas 

(kristen.wenaas@comcast.net) know if you or someone you know would be willing to serve either of these positions.  

Also in the April 7th meeting, the SAC began looking at the School Improvement Goals for next year. Academically, ACS will really fo-

cus on Writing next year through all grade levels. As parents, you should hear Writing discussed as Math was this year with the Saxon 

Math curriculum. Stay tuned! Additional goals include increasing the use of technology in the classroom, continuing to focus on Student 

Accountability, and consistent implementation of the Core Knowledge curriculum. The next SAC meeting is planned for May 5th from 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. to continue discussing these goals and direction for ACS for next year. There will be food and babysitting available. All 

parents are invited to attend. 

Finally, representatives from all charters in Douglas County gathered at ACS last night to understand other Douglas County charter SACs 

and to work with the district on future compliance requirements. The discussions were valuable to ACS and the input will be used as we 

structure the SAC for next year. Many thanks to Ellen Neal-Eakin, Emily Ragan and Robin Warnke for their help in putting the evening 

together! 

Washington, D.C. trip meeting April 16th 
Tonight, April 16th, at 6:30 p.m. is when the 8th grade Washington D.C. trip group has their next meeting, in the 

school’s gymnasium. We highly encourage all parents and students to attend. 

mailto:bigbeyj@academycharter.org
mailto:kristen.wenaas@comcast.net


Page 4 ACS   E-News  

7th and 8th Grade Students will be hosting an evening of theatrical and musical presentations on Wednesday, April 29th, in the ACS 

gym/stage. 

We will be presenting an adaptation of Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare, scenes from the play Diary of Anne Frank, and Neil Simon’s 

The Governess, along with several musical pieces. 

The 8th graders will be selling refreshments to raise money for their Washington, D.C. trip. 

Don’t miss this chance to see our talented middle school students perform. 

The show begins at 6:00 – we’ll see you there! 

 

Mrs. Solita 

7th/8th Grade Language Arts 

Spring Showcase 

Much in the news is the story of Natasha Richardson who recently died tragically due to a head injury.  What is most important to re-
member about Richardson’s case is her initial hit to the head only produced mild symptoms.  Indeed, it was reported that Ms. Richardson 
was walking, talking and reported only a slight headache. Less than 24 hours later she was pronounced dead.  While mild concussions 
rarely cause death, the Douglas County School District (DCSD) Traumatic Brain Injury Team have been constantly educating our com-
munity that all head injuries need to be taken seriously.  As has been often repeated by experts across the country, “Mild injury does not 
mean mild outcome.” 

 

Our community members should be aware that DCSD is a progressive school district in regards to head injury and concussion manage-
ment.  DCSD have a multi-tiered approach to brain injury issues.  First, DCSD has a TBI team that provides training and workshops for 
staff and community members throughout the school year.  Second, our athletic trainers, nurses, speech/language pathologists and school 
psychologists are continuously educated about the latest TBI research.  Next, DCSD has a modern computerized assessment called Im-
PACT, which helps in our management of students with concussions.  Finally, our TBI team, under the leadership of Paulette Joswick, 
RN and Peter Thompson, School Psychologist, is in partnership with SkyRidge Medical Center and outside experts to assist a student 
with a concussion to return to school at the appropriate time.  For more information about DCSD TBI services, please contact Health 
Services, 303-387-0513. 

 

On Thursday, April 23rd, 2009, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Rocky Heights Middle School, Dr. Murray Kaplan will present information on head 
injury to the community. Parents and staff of students at all grade levels will benefit from this presentation.  Please plan to attend this free 
presentation. 

 

Letter from Peter Thompson, School Psychologist 

DCSD TBI Team 

 

Forwarded by Stacey Barlow, RN 

School Nurse Consultant 

Wellness Corner  
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Academy Kids Summer Information 
Academy Kids summer program will be starting in just a couple of short months. The program will be starting June 
1st and will run until the start of school August 12th with a short break over the 4th of July holiday. We will be closed 
starting July 3rd and we will open on the 7th of July. 

We have field trips planned this year to the Colorado Springs area, to include, Seven Falls, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 
and the Olympic Training Center. 

We will also be going to Denver area attractions such as the Denver Zoo and the Museum of Nature and Science. 
 

Space is limited on these field trips so please register your children as soon as possible to reserve their spot. 
 
Academy kids also does local free trips around Castle Rock; we visit the local library, B&B café and Metzler Park. 

 
Calendars are online, at the front office or in the cafeteria with Academy Kids. 

Prices are available with the calendars or you may call Sara Sanchez at 720-289-6265. 

If you have any questions,  please feel free to call me anytime at the number above. 

Dear Parents, 

I am still in search of more parents who would be willing to come and share their careers with us for Career Day! It is an excellent way for 
our kids to get to know the many different types of career fields and it brings some of our local community members and businesses into 
our school! We are interested in all different types of careers, so if you think you have something interesting to share with our kids, we 
would love to have you!  

The career fair is being held on Wednesday, May 13th, from 1:30-3:30 p.m. in our gym. Students will be walking around asking questions 
and getting to know some of the different options out there for careers. This is also a great way to cross off those extra volunteer hours 
with the school! If you would like more information, please contact me at krautza@academycharter.org or call the school directly.  

 

Thanks! 

Angela Krautz 
ACS Counselor K-8 

Counseling Corner 

mailto:krautza@academycharter.org
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