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Dear Families and Friends of ACS,   

Dean Brown and I would like to thank all of our students, staff, and parents for helping to make 

our CSAP testing week such a success.  Our parents rose to the occasion by bringing in all the 

wonderful nutritious snacks as well as packaging these snacks for the homeroom.  Our teachers 

kept our students motivated and I think the students really enjoyed the “break” from homework.   

We’d like to thank all the parents who came to our 8th grade graduation planning 

meeting today!  We are finalizing our theme, colors and are getting geared up for 

this evening in May!   

Ms. Krautz, our school counselor, and I would like to thank the PTO for providing 

the scholarship dollars so that we could attend the Love and Logic conference last 

month called, “Creating and Maintaining a Love and Logic School.  It was a fantastic conference 

and we are very excited to be sharing with our ACS staff all the wonderful things we learned!  On 

that same note, we couldn’t have attended this event if it wasn’t for our generous ACS parents 

contributing to the PTO’s fundraising efforts throughout this school year!  Thank you!  

Next week, we will be having our Parent/Teacher Conferences on Thursday afternoon and eve-

ning and on Friday morning.  Please come to your conference with your student’s report card 

printed out from IC. We appreciate your help in keeping our printing and paper costs down! Your 

child’s report cards will be ready after our Friday Teacher Work Day! 

Please remember that middle school students are not to be released from their 

vehicles until a vested assistant is present.  Although your car clock may read 

8:00 a.m., our school hours are synchronized by our atomic clocks.  We have had 

some problems with this recently.  Also, elementary only carpool students are 

not to be released from their cars until the assistants come to the car to help the 

student exit from the car.  The elementary drop-off time begins at 8:15 a.m. !   

Please join us at some of the highlighted ACS events coming up in the very near future:   

Friday, March 13th- No School Students; Teacher Work Day 

Monday, March 16th-4th quarter begins 

Wednesday, March 18th-Virtue Assemblies held in cafeteria.  MS 8:35-9:05; Elementary 9:15-

9:45.   

Thursday, March 19th-Early Release Day-Dismissal at 12:40;Parent-Teacher Conferences are 

from 1:40-5:00 and from 6:00-8:00. 

Friday, March 20th-No School Students; Parent-Teacher Conferences held from 8:00-12:00.   

Monday, March 23rd-Friday, March 27th- Spring Break 

 

Dean Peters 
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Remember our Core Virtue for this month is Mercy.  Please talk to your student(s) about this virtue and how we all can apply it in our day 

to day lives.  Our ultimate goal at ACS is for students to understand the importance of these virtues and make them a part of their lives.     

Have a fantastic 3-day weekend! 

 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

Governing Board News 
Meeting recap - The Board met this past Monday for a working session and the general monthly meeting. At the working session, dis-

cussion centered on the staff surveys/dean evaluations. These survey results provide feedback from the staff regarding our administrators 

and help the board further evaluate the Deans. The staff insurance review is getting closer to a resolution. Business manager, Barbara 

Ireland, has gathered quotes from various insurance companies and presented different pricing scenarios to the board for review. The 

next step is to get teacher input before a final insurance package is chosen. Regarding the 2009-2010 school budget, ACS has no plans to 

let any staff go due to budget shortfalls from the district or state. At this time, the board and the Deans recommend freezing teacher sala-

ries until final budget numbers are in. 

Dean’s report – This year’s allocation of bond money will go toward technology in the classrooms and a new gym floor. The funds will 

provide a new laptop and an ELMO system (similar to an overhead projector, but does so much more!) for each classroom. Thanks to 

our network administrator, Cindy Keeling, who worked out a great deal to purchase both items for each class! Also, the board is looking 

at bids to remove and replace our deteriorating gym floor with the remainder of this year’s bond money. 

Teachers’ reports - Elementary – Coming up next week are parent/teacher conferences. K -2 are continuing practices for their spring 

program on USA History, which is set for April 28th, according to Ms. Zimmerman. Another elementary program is slated for May. The 

upper elementary grades just finished up with their CSAP testing last week. 

Middle school – Middle school students also recently completed CSAP’s and Mrs. Hughes says the students are now in “CSAP recov-

ery!” Students took full advantage of the ability to “un-tuck” their shirts during this testing period. With third quarter just ending, the final 

quarter of the year will soon be underway! 

SAC report – The SAC committee is looking at next year’s membership, and discussing ways to get more involvement and input from 

parents. There is one opening for a parent member on next year’s SAC board. The Governing Board, PTO and SAC committee all will 

have openings on their boards starting this fall, so it was proposed to combine upcoming board election information. Parents would re-

ceive SAC and GB applicant information via email and then vote online. PTO positions would be voted on at their next meeting.  

Grants received - ACS has received some grants due to the efforts of our teachers and a board member! Mrs. Spangler (6th Science and 

6th Math), along with GB board member, Ellen Neal-Eakin, applied for and were given a grant for a human heart model for the elemen-

tary science class, and Mrs. Hughes’ (Middle School Spanish) grant is for character education development materials. 

Homeschool program – Director Elizabeth Lawson presented the program’s calendar for the 2009-2010 school year. There will be no 

change in location or rental fees. Currently enrollment stands at 122 students. Mrs. Lawson reports a 100% retention rate of teaching staff 

at this point.  

PTO – The parent-teacher group planned to meet this past Tuesday, March 10, for their next general meeting. Look for specific PTO 

news in last week’s newsletter. 

Operations committee – Art teacher, Ms. Huskins, is hoping to find additional space directly underneath the back stairs near the art and 

elementary science rooms. If it is there, she hopes to use that space for art and science materials storage, which would involve opening 

walls, installing doors, etc. Costs to do so, and whether a permit will be needed, are being researched. 

Communications committee – As mentioned above, the Dean evaluations by staff members were recently completed, and then re-

viewed and discussed by the board. The upcoming spring parent survey questions are being revised, with the survey to be administered 

after spring break. Board elections will be held in April, and there are three positions open. Interested ACS parents are encouraged to 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
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apply. 

Policy committee – Committee chair, Cindy Hazelhurst, gave those in attendance some background information and a wrap-up of the 

recent dress code revisions, which will go into effect starting this fall. An email explaining the revisions was sent home February 26th. 

Specific changes regarding the modified dress code violations were in Dean Brown’s newsletter article last week. 

Next board meeting – Monday, April 13, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 

Positions for Governing Board, PTO and SAC 
ACS Parents, 

As you’re starting to see in the newsletters, there are positions opening up on each board at ACS for terms starting next school year. 

These are great channels to get further involved at ACS, fulfill your volunteer hours and make an impact on the school! Each board meets 

at least once a month and the role you choose on each board would further define your participation. Below is a description of the boards 

and their positions as well as a timeline for important dates. 

Governing Board 

The Governing Board is responsible for the direction and operations of the school. They own such areas as Policies and Procedures, 

Budgeting and Financial Planning, Operations (including our building and any maintenance), Communications and Strategic Planning for 

ACS. The board is comprised of seven ACS parents, all voting members, and also includes our two Deans and two teacher representa-

tives in a non-voting capacity.  General board meetings and working sessions are open to the public. 

There will be three open positions on the Governing Board beginning with the 2009-2010 school year. Two of those positions are for 

three year terms, and the other will finish out the final two years of one member’s term. If interested, you are encouraged to fill out an 

application, available from Anne Belfrage at the front office or from Clayton Watson, board president. Completed applications are due 

Tuesday, March 31st. Board elections will be held in April. 

For any questions related to the Governing Board or their open positions contact Clayton Watson, Board President, at cwatson@bristol-
realty.com. 
 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The SAC is the academic committee at ACS. Members are involved in the planning and evaluation of the school’s instructional programs 

and quality improvement processes. The SAC is an advisory board to the Deans and Governing Board. All parents are welcome to attend 

meetings and give their input. However, state law requires seven voting members, three of whom are parents at ACS. One parent position 

will be open starting with the 2009-2010 school year for a two year term. Applications are available at the front office or through this link. 

Completed applications can be returned to the front office or to Kristen Wenaas by April 6th. Elections will be held in April for this posi-

tion. 

Additionally, the SAC has a few roles that are appointed, two year positions – a Community Member, a PTO designated parent and a 

Governing Board liaison. A Community Member is anyone who lives in Douglas County, is not retired and does not have any children at 

ACS. If you are a parent leaving ACS or know of anyone in our community willing to attend monthly meetings, please consider providing 

your input to the quality of education at ACS. The PTO appointed parent and Governing Board liaison are roles to facilitate communica-

tion between the various boards at ACS. With these positions, you would attend both SAC and Governing Board or PTO meetings to 

keep each board connected. If you’re interested in the Governing Board liaison, you would need to be elected as a Governing Board 

member through the process mentioned above. The PTO board will appoint the SAC/PTO representative. 

For any questions related to the SAC or these positions, contact Kristen Wenaas, SAC Chair, at kristen.wenaas@comcast.net. 
 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

PTO, made up of parents and teachers, is responsible for fundraising and enrichment at ACS. PTO allocates thousands of dollars each 

year to curriculum, technology, classroom stipends and much more. The PTO board has the following two year positions open beginning 

next school year: 

President, currently held by Misty O’Leary who will run for another term, 

mailto:cwatson@bristol-realty.com
mailto:cwatson@bristol-realty.com
http://www.academycharter.org/sacinfo/SAC%20Application%20.pdf
mailto:kristen.wenaas@comcast.net
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Treasurer, currently held by Bonnie Buckley who will run for another term, 

Secretary, 

 VP of Communications, 

VP of Social, 

VP of Enrichment, 

VP of Fundraising (co-position possible) 

Classroom Coordinator Liaison (non-voting member of the PTO Executive Board) 

As mentioned above, a SAC/PTO representative will also be appointed by the PTO Board. The remaining positions will be voted on in 

the April 16th PTO meeting. If you’re interested in any of these roles, an application is available at the front office or use this link. 

 

If you have any questions related to PTO or these positions, contact Misty O’Leary, PTO President, at jimandmisty@comcast.net. 

Timeline 

March 31st  Governing Board applications due. 

April 6th   SAC applications due. 

April 13th   PTO applications due. 

April 13th-16th  GB and SAC candidate applications emailed home to parents for review and parent vote. 

April 16th  PTO meeting where positions will be voted on. 

April 17th  Final positions announced. 

President’s Message 

  
Thank you all so much for your continued support of the ACS-PTO, through the BrainQuest fundraiser.  The PTO appreciates the 
Teachers’ support and the Administration.  A special thank you to Emily Ragan and Tina Villari for organizing the details and getting all 
the kinks out for the teachers. 
  
The PTO is looking forward to the rest of the school year.  Be watching for information on upcoming events in the spring.  The PTO has 
already started planning for next school year and if you would like to be a part of the planning, whether as a volunteer for an upcoming 
event, or as a PTO Executive Board member, please let us know.   
  
The April PTO General Meeting will be an important meeting, as we will be voting on the Executive Board for the next term as well as 
revised PTO By-Laws.  The PTO Treasurer will also be discussing the "preliminary" budget so that the PTO Board can make plans 
throughout the summer for the next school year, based on preliminary numbers. 
  
To recap, all the items budgeted in the September PTO Meeting have been purchased and thanks to your continued support, we will be 
able to distribute more money in April toward the school's most pressing needs.  The PTO has been working with the Dean's, Governing 
Board and SAC to make sure we understand what those needs are, so that this information can be relayed to you in April.  Please join us 
at the April meeting to see how much money will be distributed and give input regarding this distribution.  The date of the April meeting 
will be announced after March 10th. 
  
Again, thank you for your continued support and patience as we have had to make some changes during the last half of the school 
year.  We appreciate your understanding. 
  
Fundraising 
PAPA JOHN'S PIZZA FUNDRAISER 
 Help support ACS by purchasing pizza from any Papa John's location in Colorado.  Share our Academy Charter School code with family 
and friends in Colorado and they too can help support ACS.  All you have to do is place an order, using our Academy Charter School's 
code: ACHART and ACS will earn $.50 for every order placed.  Click for Flyer 

PTO Corner 

http://www.academycharter.org/pto/PTO%20APPLICATION.pdf
mailto:jimandmisty@comcast.net
http://www.academycharter.org/pto/Douglas%20one%20sheet%20condenced%20PAPA%20JOHN.pdf
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ORIGINAL WORKS ORDERS ARE DUE THIS MONDAY, MARCH 16TH! 

 

We’d like to thank all our elementary school artists for the wonderful artwork they created!  Orders are due on Mon-
day, March 16th.   Please complete the order form, enclose cash or checks made payable to ACS, your child’s artwork 
and bring it to the front office by Monday, March 16th.   Original Works will ship our products around the end of April 
so we’ll have them in plenty of time for Mother’s Day. 

 

All artwork packets were sent home last week.  If you are missing yours, please check with your child’s elementary teacher.   

All proceeds will go directly to your child’s classroom.  Thank you for supporting our elementary teachers! 

 

Cindy Hazlehurst, Cami Lemon, and Kristin Sidney 

ACS Original Works Coordinators 

Original Works 

The next meeting for the Washington D.C. trip will be held tonight at 6:30 p.m. in the ACS cafeteria. We will 

have important updates and sign up sheets for Saturday’s fundraiser.  Please contact Cynthia at 

cdfheikes@msn.com  if you have questions or need further information. 

8th Grade DC Trip Meeting 

  
Thank you to Papa John's Pizza and Douglas County Educational Foundation for supporting ACS!  Store Listing 
 
 There will be a Dollar Doughnut Day on Thursday, April 9th.  Krispy Kreme doughnuts will be available so have students bring their 
dollar for a yummy treat before their 3 day weekend. 
 
Social 
Please help out with our Teachers’ Dinner on Thursday, March 19th. Food will need to be dropped off by 4:30 p.m. If you need you can 
bring in your items earlier, we will have food warmers available. This will be Mexican themed dinner. 
Contact Kassie Smith 
 
 Next PTO General Meeting is Thursday, April 16th, @ 5:30 p.m. 

mailto:cdfheikes@msn.com
http://www.academycharter.org/pto/store%20list%20for%20CASROC.pdf
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Time is running out to buy your Applebee’s tickets! 

We really need your support! Enjoy a SHORT STACK for a TALL CAUSE !!  You’re Invited to an Applebee’s 

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser to support the ACS 8th Grade Washington DC trip. Our 8th grade students will be 

serving breakfast this Saturday, March 14th from 7am-10am at the Applebee’s at 390 Allen Street  (across from 

Home Depot) in Castle Rock.  The price is $6 and are on sale in the lobby during afternoon carpool or from an 

8th grade student.  Tickets will also be available at the door on Saturday morning at Applebee’s. The meal in-

cludes pancakes, sausage and a drink (coffee, tea, orange juice or soda) This event is open only to ACS families 

and friends and the majority of the proceeds go back to the students. Watch our 8th graders in action at Apple-

bee’s, get a great breakfast, and help a good cause! 

Butter Braids are back! 

The 8th graders are now selling Butter Braids to raise funds for the Washington D.C. trip.  They are available in 

the lobby during afternoon carpool now through March 31st  or from the 8th grade students. 

ACS 8th Grade Washington DC Fundraisers 

The Douglas County Educational Foundation (DCEF) is excited to announce the Douglas County School District Denver Nuggets 
Appreciation Game for all family, friends and staff.   
 

The game is versus the Golden State Warriors and will be held at 7:00 pm on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  Tickets will be $15 each for 
Upper Balcony (face value $36 or $25, plus no fees) or $45 each for Lower Level Corners/Ends (face value $76 or $60, save up to $31, 
plus no fees).  As there are only 500 lower level tickets reserved, they will go quickly!  Additionally, a portion of each ticket sold will be 
donated back to the DCEF as a fund raiser directly benefiting Douglas County Schools! 
 

Tickets for this appreciation game must be purchased ONLINE ONLY!  For those that would like to participate, tickets may be pur-
chased online at http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef by Thursday, March 26th, 2009 by 6pm.  All tickets will be left in the Pepsi Center 
Will Call under the purchaser's first and last name.  Tickets will be available to pick up starting at 10am the day of the game. 

 
Please see the attached flyer or go to the website for more information. 

Please contact Nick Gray with any questions or orders at 303.405.6187 or ngray@pepsicenter.com. 

DCSD Denver Nuggets Appreciation Game - March 28th! 

If you’re starting spring cleaning, keep our teachers and classrooms in mind! Teacher wish lists have been updated 
on the ACS web page and, if you’re getting rid of any art supplies, games, educational toys, etc., bring them in. Espe-
cially during these tough times, our teachers appreciate the extra supplies! 

Classroom Supplies 

http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef
mailto:ngray@pepsicenter.com
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Start your engines! Reading is not a drag! Academy Charter’s first Race to Read® Reading Program is revving up! 
This six-week reading incentive program is to support at-home reading and will start Monday, March 23rd, and 
end Friday, May 1st. This program is organized and supported by Bandimere Speedway and has local sponsors. 
There are wonderful prizes and we are encouraging all students to participate, but it is optional. We also ask for 
honesty in completing the reading sheets. As part of the fun, they are sponsoring a Night with The Colorado 
Avalanche with discounted tickets.  A portion of the proceeds will come back directly to ACS! Please look for 
fliers in this Friday Folder for information about the Av’s game on March 27th at 7p.m. Watch for more infor-
mation coming home about Race to Read®. 

Green Light! Race to Read® is Coming!  

            We have an abundance of items in our Lost and Found in the Cafeteria.  Please encourage your student 

to check for items they are missing.  We will be cleaning the Lost and Found out over Spring Break in March.  

Thanks for your help! 

Lost and Found 


