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Inside this issue: 

Important Dates 

Jan. 19 - No School Martin 

Luther King Day 

Jan. 20 - 23 ACS All School 

Spirit Week 

Jan. 20 - 23 PTO Direct Do-

nations Drive 

Jan. 23 - Funky Brewster 7:30

-9:30 am 

Jan. 28 - Band Program 6-7 

Jan. 30 - Virtue Assemblies / 

Dress Down Day 

Feb. 18 - CSAP Begins 

Board meeting recap 

At the general meeting Monday night, the board heard an update from PTO teacher rep Mi-

chelle Barrette noting the upcoming direct donation drive next week, the start of PTO by-law 

revisions, and the quest to increase communication - the video shown before the winter music 

programs was one example. In the deans’ report, Dean Brown discussed the NWEA/MAPS 

testing which began this week, the ACS staff leadership teams who are visiting other schools to 

gather information that may be useful to ACS, and the School Authored Report Card (SAR) 

which will be coming out soon. She also brought up the school’s proposed four year technol-

ogy plan, designed to keep ACS current in the world of computers, hardware and software. In 

addition, she pointed out that the middle school carpool changes previously outlined will start 

next week. 

In teacher reports, Mrs. Zimmerman relayed that elementary teachers are inputting scores 

from testing day into Infinite Campus, and they are able to input this information from school 

or home, which is very convenient. Mrs. Hughes gave quick updates on various middle school 

classroom projects, such as the Berlin Walls students made in Social Studies and the egg drop 

and silly putty projects in Science class. New electives have begun this quarter, along with 

meetings for the yearbook committee, and language placement for 8th graders entering high 

school. Students have had visits from area high schools and are filling out registration forms 

for next fall. 

 

SAC update 
As you may know, the annual School Accountability Report from the state and the ACS report 

card will be sent home to parents soon. In our monthly SAC meeting, Dean Brown let us 

know ACS still has a ‘High’ academic rating. Our growth ranking for both elementary and 

middle school improved from last year. Congratulations to Dean Brown, Dean Peters and the 

whole staff on improving the academic rating at ACS! The SAC wants to acknowledge the 

efforts of the administration and staff over the last year to make that growth happen. As par-

ents, we appreciate their attention to academic excellence and their focus on working with our 

children! Keep up the good work! 

 Additionally, as one of the SAC goals for this school year, we have applied for various grants 

to support technology in the classroom and other school related projects. We wanted to share 

with the parent population that ACS has been awarded four grants so far this school year that 

the SAC has applied for: 

 

  $1,000 from WalMart that went toward Math and Monte Carlo Night 

  $1,000 technology grant from a parent’s employer for a Smartboard to be used in the 

middle school classrooms 
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  $3,000 from Target to support our Battle of the Books for the after school reading program 

  $610  from Toshiba to support a science project Mrs. Spangler will be doing in February using a life-size heart demonstration for 

students to ‘walk through’ the heart and its functions. 

Many thanks to Ellen Neal-Eakin who worked with the teachers, wrote and sent in all four of these grant applications! What an impact 

that’s had on ACS this year! 

 

Homeschool program 

Director Elizabeth Lawson said the program is in the midst of re-enrollment for students, and will be focusing also on kindergarten en-

rollment options for those students not selected by the ACS lottery. She is working on revamping the program’s website, and making sure 

our three off-site locations are set for next year. The program is also promoting more student field trips in the area of careers. In other 

news, three homeschool students qualified for the ACS spelling bee! 

 

Policy committee 

The committee held two parent meetings before winter break regarding dress code and had a great turnout at each one. There was a posi-

tive response from parents who signed up to participate on the vendor selection committee. Vendors will be invited to ACS to showcase 

their products and let us know what they offer, according to committee chair Cindy Hazlehurst.  

Revisited was the topic of the gray ACS sport hoodies. It was discussed again and the policy will remain to allow these to be worn only by 

athletes on their game or meet days, or by anyone on dress of choice days or as a coat. 

 

Future meetings 

The next general meeting has been set for Monday, February 9th at 6:00 p.m. Working sessions will be held before that meeting at 5:00 

p.m. (on the 9th), and also on Monday, February 23, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. All meetings are open to the public and everyone is invited to 

attend. You will earn volunteer hours by attending! 

PTO Corner 

ACS-PTO Direct Donation Drive 

January 20th-23rd  

7:45a-8:45a and 3:15p-4:15p 

              (CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED/Tax Receipt Provided) 

 

On Friday, January 23rd from 7:30a-9:30a…….. 

 DON’T EAT BREAKFAST AT HOME!  

Support ACS by purchasing a cup of coffee or other hot drink from   

   THE FUNKY BREWSTER!  

All coffee drinks $4……….Non-coffee drinks $3 (Cash or Credit Cards Accepted) 

The 8th Grade Washington Trip will sell breakfast foods to enjoy with your coffee! 
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D.C. Trip Meeting Tonight 

1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Your students will be bringing home an order form for the picture valentines that they can order through Skow Photog-
raphy.  This is a fundraiser for our school and a fun way to do valentines for your students.  The deadline to order these 
valentines is January 28th.  The valentines will be delivered the first week of February.  If you have questions or con-
cerns, please contact Anne Belfrage, belfragea@academycharter.org. 

Picture Valentines Available 

Reminder for students and parents going on the 8th grade Washington D.C. trip – we will meet tonight, 

January 15th, in the cafeteria at 6:30 p.m. The next trip payment is due for each attendee, and we will discuss 

airfare specifics and exciting new fundraisers!   Plan to bring the personal information needed for the White 

House tour. Contact Cynthia at cdfheikes@msn.com if you cannot attend  

  

Students, buy a cup of non-coffee or hot chocolate drink and enjoy your hot drink in your classroom (JANUARY 
23RD ONLY!), thanks to Dean Brown and Dean Peters!  Please be careful and take care of your trash. 

  

Parents, buy your teacher a cup of coffee or other non-coffee drink and show them how much you appreciate 
their dedication to ACS and our children. 

 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
mailto:cdfheikes@msn.com
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Coming to ACS 
Spirit Week ‘09 

 January 20,21,22,23 
Show your EAGLE Pride    

Tuesday  1-20  Pajama day    
                                         Appropriate PJ’s Only 
 

Wednesday 1-21  Hollywood Day  

                                     Dress like a STAR! 

Thursday  1-22         Clashing Clothes Day                       

                                                                                                                                                                  
Mix up colors and patterns 

Friday  1-23               Twins & Triplets Day 

                                                      
Please note:  Students who choose not to dress in spirit clothing, will 
need to wear their regular dress code clothing. 
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 ACS Deans List and Honor Roll 

 6th Grade 2nd Semester  

       

Dean's List   Honor Roll  

Evan Akhavan  Jason Acosta 

Melissa Anderson  Brooke Bolen 

Kayla Brady  Monica Helvey 

Rachael Cal  Hanna Isaacson 

Ryan Connolly  Makenna Porter 

Kaleb Davis  Brianne Solomon 

Mattison DeGarmo  Ashlee Tenn 

Samantha Hardy  Daniel Trost 

Austin Hazlehurst    

Claire Hodgkins    

Matthew Hodgkins    

Justin Hunter      

Micah Karr      

Katelyn Long    

Sierra Masters      

Tess Neel      

Trey Vann      

Victoria Watson      

Julia Whitworth    

 7th Grade 2nd Quarter  

     

Dean's List   Honor Roll  

Janna Allen  Meagan Butera 

Hunter Arnell  Clarke Cooper 

Kayley Brown  Karlie DeBerard 

Caitlin Carpenter  Braydan Isaac 

Nathaniel Chadwick  Jessa Marsh 

Lauren Farmer  Joshua Murphy 

Marianna Haneke  Austin Pitchford 

Karissa Kelly  Caitlin Ruth 

Grace Kennedy  Madison Schaffer 

Kaeleen Knopp    

Mackenzie Mitchell    

Justin Pearson      

Sheridan Silla      

Brianne Walker      

 8th Grade 2nd Quarter   

     

Dean's List   Honor Roll  

Travis Ahlberg  Kaeden Bauman McKinney 

Brandon Belk  Samantha Bushlack 

Morgan Colander  Miranda Dunn 

Mia Dortch  Abigail Freeman 

Will Heikes  Nicholas Haneke 

Sean Hughey  Ellis Kelly 

Taylor Murphy  Christian McKee 

Jensen Vann  Noah Simpson 

Hope Whitworth  Dominic Unruh 


