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Important Dates 

Dec. 15 - 3-5 Winter Pro-

gram 5:30 

Dec. 17 - K-2 Winter Pro-

gram 5:30 

Dec. 18 -  Virtue Assem-

blies/ Dress Down Day 

Dec. 19 - Teacher Work Day 

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2 No School 

Jan. 5 - First Day of  3rd 

Quarter 

Jan 9 - Testing Day K-5, 

Regular Day 6-8 

 

Dear Families and Friends of ACS,   

Iõd like to thank all the people who helped us at the 6th grade movie night last Fri-

day!  We had an abundant number of parent chaperones and even had to make an 

extra run for pizza!  Thank you, Student Council members, for taking the time to 

create a fun evening for our sixth graders.      

The School Accountability Report Cards (SAR) scores have been released.  We are 

pleased to announce that ACS scored òHighó for overall academic performance on 

state assessments for both our elementary and middle school. Our elementary 

scored òHighó for academic growth of students.  For grades 6-8 our Academic 

Growth of students was òTypical.ó  We are very pleased with our scores. Last year our growth 

scores were òstableó for elementary and òdeclineó for our middle school. We are making improve-

ments in our curriculum and it is being reflected in our growth scores! All ACS families will be 

receiving a copy of this report along with our Annual School Report in January.   

 As winter weather approaches, and the snow begins to fly, please be sure to check for 

any delayed starts by calling 303-387-SNOW(7669) to see if a delayed start has been 

announced.  Remember, ACS is part of the Castle View Feeder area.  

Our ACS Virtue Assemblies will be held on Thursday, December 18th, from 8:50-

9:30 for grades K-5 and for Middle School Students from 2:15-2:45.  Please join us 

as we honor those students who have demonstrated the virtue of Service (the active 

and natural response for the needs of others). We will also be honoring our CCIRA 

writing contest winners at these assemblies!   

Please join us at some of the highlighted ACS events coming up in the very near future:   

Thursday, December 18th-Holiday parties in classroom please check with your teacher for the 

exact times; MS parties will be held after the virtue assembly from 2:50-3:30. 

Friday, December 19th- NO SCHOOL-Teacher Work Day 

December 22-January 2nd- Winter Break-No School 

January 5th ðFirst day of 3rd quarter 

Friday, January 9th-K-5 Testing Day; 6-8 regular school day 
 
We look forward to seeing you at next weekõs Winter Programs as we finish out these last few 

days of first semester.  As always, we thank you for your support of our ACS staff, teachers, and 

our students!   

 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
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Board meeting highlights 

A working session was held prior to the general board meeting on Monday night. The board heard an update from new PTO president 
Misty OõLeary on the status of the organization, which meets next on January 13, 2009, along with the SAC committee.  

At the general meeting, Dean Brown brought everyone up to speed and presented the completed SAR (School Authored 
Report), which gives the status of the school ð like an annual report. She also provided board members with a detailed 
four-year technology plan, which establishes what computers and other technology equipment we currently have in place, 
and details a replacement schedule and technology goals for the future. 

Our teacher representatives explained what is going on in their areas. Mrs. Hughes, middle school representative, said 
that the first ACS show aired last Friday. Science classes are looking forward to the egg drop experiment. And the 6 th 
grade movie night held last Friday evening, had a small turnout, but was fun for everyone. Also, a new yearbook club 
was started after school. The school yearbook will be created online by 8th grade students, and Mr. Goody is coordinat-
ing this project. In elementary, Ms. Zimmerman reported that teachers are working hard to get final grades recorded, 
and that the first graders enjoyed their Egyptian play. 

School Advisory Council news ð Winners were announced for the CCIRA writing contest, and SAC volunteers were judges. SAC mem-
bers are working on a survey to send to other school districts to determine what district services each school contracts for and compare 
results. With the addition of a new $1000 grant from Wal-Mart for Math/Monte Carlo night, the total grant money received by the SAC 
has reached $5000! In addition, the ACS SAC will host a forum on January 21st, for SACs from all charter schools. The District Advisory 
Council is invited as well. 

Our homeschool program continues with a steady 122 student enrollment, serving grades K-8 in science and Spanish at three off-site 
locations. Director Elizabeth Lawson is looking ahead to next year, and possibly having a science-related event for students. She is work-
ing on a letter to parents of kindergarteners not making through ACSõ lottery, inviting them to consider the homeschool program for 
their child.  

Cindy Hazlehurst, chair of the Policy committee, proposed an amendment to the waitlist policy which would allow our homeschool stu-
dents to have priority on the list before the general population, but after children of employees, siblings, and kindergarteners deemed not 

ready. 

Also, it was decided to allow members of the Young Marines to wear their uniforms to school on specific, pre-approved 
days, similar to our dress code policy regarding Boy and Girl Scouts. Finally, it was determined that wearing ACS sports 
hoodies in school is a privilege reserved only for athletes on their game or meet days. Otherwise, these hoodies may be 
worn as coats (to be removed upon entering the building) or on dress of choice days. 

The Strategic Planning committee chair, Paul Hardison, announced that Middle School Information Night brought in 17 parents. The 
committee is tossing around ideas on how to reach more parents and students. It was discussed as possibly having part of it during the 
school day, so students would have a first-hand look at the middle school. Having current middle school students and teachers speak 
directly to 4th, 5th and 6th graders was another option. The òshadow dayó concept of allowing a younger student to follow a middle-
schooler around during their daily schedule may possibly be reintroduced. 

The next board meeting is Monday, January 12, 2009, with a working session at 5:00 p.m. and the general meeting at 6:00.  

Governing Board News 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=young+marines+picture%20|%20id:059B21F1FDA18DF808E275D5BF0D8190BBABADA0&form=IGRE1
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Calendar 
 

Social 

Next teacher breakfast will be Friday December 19th. 

Kassie Smith 720-229-0334 

ACS PTO Social Chair 

List of dates for the upcoming year for teacher breakfasts: 

December 19th 

January 30th 

February 27th 

March 19thand  20th luncheon/dinner 

April 24th 

May 1 5th  

 

Fundraising 

Remember that Direct Donations are Tax Deductible, so get your money in before the end of the year! 

 

Other News 

The orders that were placed for items other than magazines and cookie dough have been delayed but are being filled and shipped as 
quickly as possible.  They have promised to deliver these items (wrapping paper, gift items, etc.) by Wednesday, December 17th.  

  

If you have further questions, please contact Ed Guns at bigskybounce@comcast.net .  Sorry for the inconvenience! 

PTO Corner 

Volunteer News 

                I would like to thank all of the parents who volunteered with the Vision and Hearing screening.  It takes a 
lot of folks to help us complete this important screening.  The following parents gave us a hand:  Tara Novak, Linda 
Flynn, Jenny VerBerkmoes, Renee Mettler, Renee Helvey, Ty and Karen Chrest, Bill Merrick, Sherry 
Schuck, Vicki Fong, Leslie Farmer, Denise Cooper, Mary Dunn and Lisa Kautz.  Thank You! 

 

                Once again, thanks for being our òshining starsó at ACS! 

 

Anne Belfrage   
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

mailto:bigskybounce@comcast.net
mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
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                I would like to thank all of you for turning in labels for our school through the Campbellõs Labels for Edu-
cation program.  We can earn points for Campbellõs labels that are turned in with the UPC code on the label for all 
Campbellõs products, Swanson products, Prego, Pepperidge Farm, Franco-American and V-8 products.  Through 
these labels we collect points that allow the school to purchase a variety of items.  

Thanks again for your continued support of this programñkeep them coming! 

 

Cori OõShea 

corioshea@comcast.net 

Campbellõs Labels for Education  

Nursing Home Gifts Deadline 

                Just a reminderñwe need all the gifts for the nursing home turned into the office by Thursday, Decem-
ber 18th.  Our peer counselors will be delivering these gifts on that day to the senior citizens.  Thanks to all the 
families that participated in this worthy  project. 

Lost and Found 

                Please have your students check the Lost and Found as Mrs. Bodiford will be taking all of the items left 
on December 19th.  There are many items in the bin at this time.  The Lost and Found is located inside the Cafete-
ria doors to your right. 

 

                Thanks for taking the time to pick up your òlostó items. 

Nicoloõs Chicago Style Pizza at 848 Ridge Road and Burger King at 880 Kinner St. are donat-
ing 5% of total sales that are designated as being for the 8th Grade Washington, D.C. trip!  If 
you eat at either Nicoloõs or Burger King (coupons excluded) any time between now and the 
end of the school year,  we will receive a monthly donation for our kids.  Please turn in your 
register receipts to Lori Burgos in the front office and we will get them to the appropriate per-
son.  
 
The ACS 8th graders that are going on the Washington DC trip will be selling baked goods at 
the Winter programs on Dec. 15 and Dec. 17.  We will have wonderful homemade good-
ies!  Please support our 8th graders! 

8th Grade Fundraisers 

mailto:corioshea@comcast.net
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/default.aspx
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

Weõre on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

DATES:  Thursday, December 11th from 6:30pm-7:30pm   

OR 

      Friday, December 12th   from 8:30am-9:30am 

 

LOCATION:  ACS Cafeteria 

 

Please plan on attending one of these meetings.  We will be discussing changes to the dress code and asking for parent input regarding 
vendor selection criteria.  If you are unable to attend either meeting, please fill out a dress code questionnaire available at the 
volunteer table in the ACS Lobby next week.    

 

Thank you, 

Cindy Hazlehurst 

ACS Governing Board ð Policy Committee Chair 

Dress Code Meeting Notice 

The 3rd Annual Douglas County School District Denver Nuggets Community Night will be held on Saturday, 
January 17th, 2009 at the Pepsi Center. The Orlando Magic will play Carmelo Anthony and the rest of the Nug-
gets at 7:00 PM.  Tickets will be $15 for seating located throughout the arena.  Each ticket purchase will have a 
minimum $25 value and could be as high as a $115 value, plus no ticket fees!  The schools with the largest atten-
dance will receive the best seat locations, starting in the lower bowl. Additionally, $2 of each ticket sold will be 
donated back to the DCEF as a fund raiser directly benefiting Douglas County Schools!  

 

Please drop your order forms off in the school office.  Order forms came home last week and more are avail-
able in the office. 

DCSD Denver Nuggets Community 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=denver+nuggets+logo%20|%20id:A931D8B062F136121AB0DB14DDACE69AECC366EA&form=IGRE0

