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Important Dates 

Dec. 5 - Sixth Grade Movie 

Dec. 8 - Gov Board Meeting 

5-7 pm 

Dec. 10-11 Vision/Hearing 

Screening 

Dec. 11– Policy Committee 

Meeting 6:30 pm 

Dec. 12 - Policy Committee 

Meeting 8:30 am 

Dec. 15 - 3-5 Winter Pro-

gram 5:30 

Dec. 17 - K-2 Winter Pro-

gram 5:30 

Dec. 18 -  Virtue Assem-

blies/ Dress Down Day 

Dec. 19 - Teacher Work Day 

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2 No School 

Jan 9 - Testing Day 

 

Dear ACS Families and Friends, 

We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday and enjoyed your time off!  The excitement 

in the school is rising the closer we get to the winter holidays.  It‘s hard to believe we only have 2 

more weeks till our next break! 

Winter Program 

Speaking of winter, our Winter Programs will be December 15th for 3rd-5th 

grade at 5:30 and December 17th for K-2nd grade at 5:30 this year.  We hope 

you are able to save these dates and join us as our kids sing and perform their 

hearts out.  They have been practicing and look forward to showing off their 

talents! 

 

Apple Award Winner 

Thank you to all who nominated our great teachers.  We had a great turn out of on-

line nominations.  After much thought and deliberation, a winner has been deter-

mined…drum roll please….Michaela Gauer is our ACS Apple Winner!  Michaela 

is a 5th grade teacher.  This is Michaela‘s 4th school year with us and she is a tremen-

dous asset to ACS and her team.  Congratulations, Michaela!!! Michaela will repre-

sent ACS in the spring and will be honored at a black-tie dinner. 

 

Employee of the Month Parking Spaces 

The following ACS staff were chosen to use our monthly parking spaces: Sarah Zimmerman, 
Jill Lillie, Christine Spangler, Lisa Arnell, Sue Parks!  Thank you, staff, for your wonderful 

support of ACS!!! 
 

CCIRA Winners 

Our SAC has been reading essays from 1st graders through 8th graders!  It was very 

difficult to determine which student won as there were so many great writers and 

wonderful stories!  The following students won in their grade levels: 

Grade 1st place   2nd place   3rd place 

 1st grade Parker Guns  Courtney Casias  Madilyn Radcliff 

 2nd grade Taylor Wenaas*  Olivia Brown  A.J. Cross 

 3rd grade Ashley Smith  Abigail Brown  Erin Templeton 

 4th grade Anna Meyers*  Ryan Trost  Taylor Hanson 

 5th grade Abigail Andrade  Trevor Ellis  Kayla Murphy 

 6th grade Kayla Brady*  Ryan Connolly  Kaleb Davis 

 7th grade Karissa Kelly*  Marianna Haneke  Emalee Poellot 

 8th grade Morgan Colander* Sean Hughey  Brianna Hopp 

 

The bolded students with an * were the students that we sent their papers to CCIRA! We wish we 

could have sent more! Congratulations!!! 
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Board/staff meeting 

The ACS teachers and staff members met with board members last night for one of their periodic meetings throughout the school year. 
The staff is able to ask questions, voice concerns, make observations and provide input to the board in a one-on-one setting without the 
administration present. This information helps the board to get the pulse of ACS through its employees, while providing a forum where 
staff members can communicate and give feedback. 

Afterward, the board held a working session to begin discussing the results of this fall‘s parent survey. The answers, comments, and areas 
of concern are noted and analyzed, and resulting changes are made if needed. The survey is a valuable tool for the board to help deter-
mine where we can make improvements to the school, while also recognizing what has been working. 

Meeting on Monday 

The board will meet again this coming Monday evening, December 8th. A working session will be held at 5:00 p.m.in the conference 
room, followed by the monthly general meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. Please click here to view the meeting agenda. We encourage 
all ACS parents and staff to attend and find out what is going on at Academy Charter School. Remember, you earn volunteer hours by 
attending board meetings and will fulfill your requirement of going to one board meeting per school year. 

Governing Board News 

 

Calling all 8th Graders! 

On Tuesday, December 9th, Douglas County High School will be at ACS at 9:15 to tell our 8th graders about their 

high school and IB program.  Castle View High School will be at ACS on December 17th at 3:00.  Parents are wel-

come to attend and find out more information about our local high schools and their programs. 

 

Snow Days! 

As the weather starts to get colder, possibilities of snow days and delayed starts are in the air!  Please remember that we 
follow DCSD Castle View Feeder schedule for snow days and delayed starts.  You can check for this by watching the 
news, going to the DCSD website www.dcsdk12.org/portal/page/portal/DCSD ,  or calling 303-387-SNOW (7669)! 
 

Thank you for your support of ACS!  As always, we are only as successful as your support! 

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! Live the life you've imagined. As you simplify your life, 

the laws of the universe will be simpler.‖ 
 –Henry David Thoreau 

Regards, 

Yvette Brown 

ACS Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 

– If you or your student won an item from the silent auction held on Math Night, please collect your winning item this month before we 
leave for winter break! You can make payment to the front desk and get in touch with the staff member with whom you won to schedule 
your ‗prize‘. Thanks again to the parents and staff for participating in Math Night and the silent auction! The kids are truly enjoying their 
time with the staff. 

Math Night Silent Auction Winners  

http://www.academycharter.org/govboard/ACS%20Governing%20Board%20Agenda%20-%20Working-Regular%20December%202008.pdf
http://www.dcsdk12.org/portal/page/portal/DCSD
mailto:browny@academycharter.org
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PTO MEETINGS 

December 9th @ 7:45am        PTO Working Meeting 

January 13th @ 7:30pm         PTO General Meeting (SAC Meeting starts at 6:30pm) 

 

 President's Corner 

 Congratulations again to Mrs. Bigbey's 5th Grade class.  Her class alone raised almost $68 dollars for the November Box Top fund-
raiser. The November classroom competition raised almost half as much money for the box top fundraiser than was raised in the past 6 
months.  Thank you to all the classrooms that participated!! 

  

Many thanks to the Cline Family and Little Caesar's Pizza for donating pizzas to Mrs. Bigbey's 5th grade class.  This was their special treat 
for winning the November Box Top Fundraiser.  

  

Congratulations to Ms. Villari's 2nd grade class for coming in second place.  Each of her students won a free shake at Red Robin, thanks 
to their generous donation. 

  

The PTO Board is working diligently to create more clear and concise ways to communicate with the ACS community.  Don't forget to 
check out the PTO Bulletin Board and watch for ACS broadcasts reminding you of upcoming events or meetings. 

  

Thanks to many generous families, the ACS-PTO has received approximately $15,000 in direct donations to date.  Remember, 100% of 
that money goes directly to our school.  

Be on the lookout for upcoming events in January! 

  

 The next PTO Working Meeting is scheduled for December 9th @ 7:45 a.m. (please see bulletin board for agenda). 

PTO Corner 

Volunteer News 

                Our volunteers are working very hard and accumulating more hours!  The following families have logged 20 plus hours:  Ar-
nell, Bottin, Bushlack, Carpenter, Damrow, Dortch, Eddy, Ford, Gadeken, Hedeen, Helvey, Landrey, Lemon, McDonald, 
Murphy, Pico, Schaffer, Smith (Gary & Erin), Swisher, Vercauteren, Von Feldt, Walker (Wade & Sheryl). 

                The following families have logged 50 plus hours:  Brady, Brown (Yvette  & Dan), Hodgkins, Polashock, Reddan 

                These families are joining our 100 plus hours club:  Buckley, Coyhis, Eggebrecht, Hazlehurst, Warnke and Watson 

                THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTING YOUR TIME TO OUR SCHOOL!  Look for your ―star‖ on the 
volunteer bulletin board. 

                I am still looking for some more volunteers to help me with Vision and Hearing screening next Thursday morning.  We will 
start training at 8:30 and should finish by 11:30.  Let me know if you can help with this time slot.  

                Once again, thank you for being ―shining stars‖ at ACS! 

 

Anne Belfrage   
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
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                I would like to thank all of you for turning in labels for our school through the Campbell‘s Labels for Educa-
tion program.  We can earn points for Campbell‘s labels that are turned in with the UPC code on the label for all 
Campbell‘s products, Swanson products, Prego, Pepperidge Farm, Franco-American and V-8 products.  Through these 
labels we collect points that allow the school to purchase a variety of items.  

Thanks again for your continued support of this program—keep them coming! 

 

Cori O‘Shea 

corioshea@comcast.net 

Campbell’s Labels for Education  

 Thank you. 

 Misty O'Leary 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 Be watching the PTO Newsletters for upcoming events in the new year! 

 

Social 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who helped out at the November PTO Teacher Breakfast!  

Our next breakfast is December 19th at 7:45 a.m.  Our Teachers and Staff really look forward to your wonderful food each month, so if 
you can help out, please contact Kassie Smith at Kassie-acspto@comcast.net 

 

List of dates for the upcoming year for teacher breakfast: 

 

December 19th 

January 30th 

February 27th 

March 19thand  20th luncheon/dinner 

April 24th 

May 15th 

 

…and Don’t Forget!.. 
 

BOX TOP FUNDRAISER 

The deadline for participating in December's Box Top Fundraiser will be December 15th!  This is a short month due to the Winter Break, 
so don't forget to cut those box tops and send them in!  

mailto:corioshea@comcast.net
mailto:Kassie-acspto@comcast.net
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/default.aspx
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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DATES:  Thursday, December 11
th
 from 6:30pm-7:30pm   

OR 

      Friday, December 12
th   

from 8:30am-9:30am 

 

LOCATION:  ACS Cafeteria 

 

Please plan on attending one of these meetings.  We will be discussing changes to the dress code and asking for par-
ent input regarding vendor selection criteria.  If you are unable to attend either meeting, please fill out a dress code 

questionnaire available at the volunteer table in the ACS Lobby next week.    

 

Thank you, 

Cindy Hazlehurst 

ACS Governing Board ï Policy Committee Chair 

Nicolo‘s Chicago Style Pizza at 848 Ridge Road and Burger King at 880 Kinner St. are donat-
ing 5% of total sales that are designated as being for the 8th Grade Washington, D.C. trip!  If 
you eat at either Nicolo‘s or Burger King (coupons excluded) any time between now and the 
end of the school year,  we will receive a monthly donation for our kids.  Please turn in your 
register receipts to Lori Burgos in the front office and we will get them to the appropriate per-
son.  
 
The 8th graders are selling Barn Candles and Butter Braids to raise money for their trip.  If you 
are interested, contact any 8th grade student.   The candle orders will be due by November 21st 
and will be in before Christmas!  The Butter Braid orders will be due by December 3rd . 

8th Grade Fundraisers 

Dress Code Meeting Notice 

The 3rd Annual Douglas County School District Denver Nuggets Community Night will be held on Saturday, January 17th, 2009 at the 
Pepsi Center. The Orlando Magic will play Carmelo Anthony and the rest of the Nuggets at 7:00 PM.  Tickets will be $15 for seating lo-
cated throughout the arena.  Each ticket purchase will have a minimum $25 value and could be as high as a $115 value, plus no ticket 
fees!  The schools with the largest attendance will receive the best seat locations, starting in the lower bowl. Additionally, $2 of each ticket 
sold will be donated back to the DCEF as a fund raiser directly benefiting Douglas County Schools!  

 

Please drop your order forms off in the school office.  Order forms came home last week and more are available in the office. 

DCSD Denver Nuggets Community 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=denver+nuggets+logo%20|%20id:A931D8B062F136121AB0DB14DDACE69AECC366EA&form=IGRE0


Page 6 ACS   E-News  

1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We‘re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

STUCCO News 

Dear ACS parents, 

The ACS Student Council has planned an ACS  6th Grade only  Movie Night on Friday, December 5th.  It will start at 5:30 with a Pizza 
Party and the movie will start about 5:45 and go until 7:30 PM.  We need to have  at least 3 Dads and 3 Moms to circulate and help us 
monitor bathrooms, and the gymnasium during the movie and intermissions.  STUCO Officers will be handling the concessions for this 
night. 

 

The Students can purchase Pizza and pop for dinner and socializing   Chips, candy and pop  will be available half way through the movie. 

 

                ―Dress-down‖ day attire, sleeping bags, pillows or field chairs will be allowed for movie watching. 

 

We will be showing one PG rated movie ,WALL-E. Students will need to bring their school ID for admittance. 

There is not a cost for the movie, only food concessions. 

Only Middle School 6th Graders, currently enrolled at ACS and who have attended School on that day, may attend this event.   

We also expect students to follow all Soaring Eagle Behavior expectations and show respect and responsibility as they normally 
would. 

 

Thank you for considering participating and it is a fun way to fulfill your volunteer hours. 

If you can join us that evening, please email, call or write to the staff sponsors below as soon as possible: 

Christy Matlock matlockc@academycharter.org  303-660-4881 EXT. 221 

Wendy Hollister hollisterw@academycharter.org  303-660-4881 EXT. 252 

mailto:matlockc@academycharter.org
mailto:hollisterw@academycharter.org

