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Important Dates 

Nov. 17 - Apple Award 

Nominations due. 

Nov. 18 - MS Info Night 

6:30-7:30 

Nov. 19 - Bully Assemblies 

Nov. 20 - Orchestra/Band 

Recital 

Nov. 25 - Virtue Assem-

blies / Dress Down Day 

Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving 

Break. School Closed 

Dec. 18 - Dress Down Day 

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2 No School 

Jan 9 - Testing Day 

 

Dear ACS Families and Friends, 

Many of you may have questions or concerns regarding the Bond/Mil and a 

$16,000,000 budget cut looming in the air.  I am here to assure you that ACS 

does not have a deficit and is in the ―black‖ monetarily.  Due to the endless 

hard work by our Governing Board, parent volunteers, and a dedicated staff, ACS is run on a 

strict budget that ensures our financial success.   Don‘t get me wrong, we would have loved to 

have passed 3A/3B but we are not in a financial crisis.  As a charter school, we have to think out-

side the box when it comes to our funding.  For instance our SAC committee has helped us apply 

for and receive grants.  Our PTO also is a huge support for ensuring our teachers receive training, 

technology for their classrooms, new curriculum, and other various needs and wants. ACS‘s suc-

cess is due to your dedication, volunteer hours, and support!  Thank you! 

Speaking of the PTO and SAC, the Math and Monte Carlo Night was a huge success!  

We had over 70 families attend this fun-filled evening.  Although the primary purpose 

of this evening was not fund raising, we did make $2,000 which will go to technology 

in the classrooms!  I want to personally thank Kristen Wenaas, Ellen Neal-Eakin 

and all of the wonderful volunteers who put in countless hours to make this event 

such a success. 

PTO has a new president, Misty OõLeary.  She was voted into office on Tues-

day evening. Thank you, Misty, for stepping up to this position!  Also thank 

you, Bonnie Buckley, for being the interim president.  The PTO continues to 

support our efforts to improve the technology at ACS.  Their goal is to pro-

vide every grade level with a LCD projector unit.  These projectors can enhance 

classroom instruction by allowing teachers to use and show websites, presentations, and create 

computer based projects. 

Infinite Campus Information! 

You are now able to check lunch balances on IC! Also as you check your students‘ grades, re-

member that the elementary grades are not posted cumulatively currently.  The tech people in the 

district are looking into this problem and are trying to remedy this quickly.  This is a problem for 

many of the elementary schools within the district! 

 

Snow Days! 

As the weather starts to get colder, possibilities of snow days and delayed starts 
are in the air!  Please remember that we follow DCSD Castleview Feeder sched-
ule for snow days and delayed starts.  You can check for this by watching the 
news, going to the DCSD website www.dcsdk12.org/portal/page/portal/
DCSD ,  or calling 303-387-SNOW (7669)! 

 

Thank you for your support of ACS!  As always we are only as successful as your support! 

http://www.dcsdk12.org/portal/page/portal/DCSD
http://www.dcsdk12.org/portal/page/portal/DCSD
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Board meeting highlights 

At the early working session on November 10th, the board reviewed a revised budget which now must include an additional $37,000 ex-
pense, required from the Douglas County School District for Special Education services. At the general meeting, Dean Brown gave an 
update on potential scenarios that the District might utilize to absorb the $16 million reduction they will have next year, due to the bond 
and mill levy failure. Also, reports were given about the status of the PTO, and the success of the Math/Monte Carlo night – in terms of 
profit, attendance, and the volunteer effort. The homeschool program proposed offering enrollment in their program to kindergarteners 
who did not get enrolled through the lottery system. And a total of 129 ACS families participated in this fall‘s Parent Survey, which is in 
the process of being reviewed by the board and administration.  

The board‘s next working session is Wednesday, December 3rd, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. The December general meeting starts at 6:00 p.m. 
on Monday, December 8th, with another working session at 5:00 p.m. 

ACS Middle School Information Night on Tuesday night 

 Do you have a child who will soon be attending middle school? Are you curious about what our middle school has to offer? You are in 
luck! ACS will be hosting a community-wide Middle School Information Night to provide an opportunity for ACS parents and students, 
and interested others in the Castle Rock community, to learn more about the educational benefits of attending our middle school.  

ACS Middle School Information Night will take place next Tuesday, November 18th, from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the ACS Gym. As we 
all know, middle school at ACS begins in the 6th grade.    

 This is an ideal setting to meet with middle school teachers and the ACS Deans, get information on special classes and extracurricular 
activities, and talk with former ACS students who are currently in high school. Parents and students will have the opportunity to view a 
PowerPoint presentation about the middle school, as well as rotate through teacher stations that display information about each class. 
Parents and students are encouraged to attend this event and find out what middle school at ACS is all about! 

Governing Board News 

òIf A is success in life, then A equals x plus y plus z.  

 Work is x, y is play; and z is keeping your mouth shut.ó 

 ðAlbert Einstein 

Regards, 

Yvette Brown 

ACS Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 

Nicolo‘s Chicago Style Pizza at 848 Ridge Road and Burger King at 880 Kinner St. are donat-
ing 5% of total sales that are designated as being for the 8th Grade Washington, D.C. trip!  If 
you eat at either Nicolo‘s or Burger King (coupons excluded) any time between now and the 
end of the school year,  we will receive a monthly donation for our kids.  Please turn in your 
register receipts to Lori Burgos in the front office and we will get them to the appropriate per-
son.  
 
The 8th graders are selling Barn Candles and Butter Braids to raise money for their trip.  If you 
are interested, contact any 8th grade student.   The candle orders will be due by November 21st 
and will be in before Christmas!  The Butter Braid orders will be due by December 3rd . 

8th Grade Fundraisers 

mailto:browny@academycharter.org
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Volunteer News 

                Would you be interested in helping with the Vision and Hearing screenings for our students?  I need about 
20 people to help me get these important screenings done.  Please let me know if you can help me out on December 
10th morning from 8:25 until 12:00 or December 10th afternoon from 12:15 to 3:30.  On December 11th I need volun-
teers for the morning only—from 8:30 until 11:30.  I look forward to hearing from those who can help with this 
screening; this is another great way to get volunteer hours 
logged.                                                                                                                                               

                A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Math and Monte Carlo night.  I know many people were involved in 
making this event a success and we appreciate all the work that was done.  Please remember to log in your volunteer time on your card or 
you can always email me and I will log in your hours.  I would also like to thank Cindy Hazlehurst for all the work she has done working 
with the Original Works Artwork project.  Cindy takes this project on every year and does a great job working through every detail of this 
fundraiser for the Art Department—thank you, Cindy and all the volunteers who helped you with this project! 

 

                Once again, our volunteers are busy making ACS even more successful.  Thanks for being our ―shining stars‖!  

 

Anne Belfrage   
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

                It is time for progress reports and parents are able to check their student‘s progress through the 
parent portal in Infinite Campus.  We are no longer printing out these reports and sending them home.  You 
should be able to check your student‘s progress through Infinite Campus on Friday afternoon.  We will be 
providing hard copies for those families who do not have Internet access. 

Progress Report Time 

Burger King at 880 Kinner Street in Castle Rock is having a benefit night to support our 8th grade Washington DC 
trip!  Please come support our wonderful kids on Monday, November 17th, from 4 to 7pm.  Dine in and be waited 
on by our 8th graders or drive thru and tell them you are supporting the Washington trip.  It will be a fun night for 
everyone! 

8th Grade Benefit Night  

Carpool Reminder  

Please be alert when carpool starts at ACS.  We are experiencing delays again due to cell phone use, shaving, etc. 
during carpool time.  Our concern is for the safety of all who are participating in the carpool.  We ask that you do 
not use your cell phone when you are in the red zone of the carpool lane.  Please pull forward past the flag pole 
in line so we can more efficiently load students into the vehicles.  Thanks for making our carpool as safe and 
smooth as possible! 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We‘re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Math and Monte Carlo Night 

We are very excited to say Math and Monte Carlo Night was a huge success last Thursday night. We had 
about 70 families attend the community event and at least 85 volunteers - from dealers to teachers to 8th 
grade helpers to parents in the classrooms – who helped coordinate the night. We owe a special thanks to the 
volunteer parents who chaired the event and spent a significant amount of time preparing for the evening. We 
couldn't have done the evening without the help of Ellen Neal-Eakin, Emily Ragan, Robin Warnke, Tamaris 
Dortch, Misty Eddy, Jeannie Reddan and Mindy Morley. Thanks also to the tremendous support of the ACS staff 
and teachers whose efforts gave families those exciting, educational math games that we all enjoyed. We owe 

a huge thank you to Jena Stucky for providing dinner for at least 300 people on a slim budget and to Lori Burgos for coordinating about 20 
8th graders to help in the classrooms, with babysitting and providing concessions. And did you see those Saxon Math cupcakes Kassie 
Smith provided as game prizes to those very excited kids? Of course, we sincerely appreciate the help of every other parent who stepped up 
in some way to help during the night. We know who you are and your participation was essential in providing a night like that at ACS! 
Lastly, we will be getting in touch with the silent auction winners this week and next to let them know they‘ve won and how to ‗collect‘ 
their winning item. The SAC and PTO are very thankful for the volunteer parent population at ACS. You all helped us achieve our goal 
of providing a community event for parents and staff at ACS with a focus on our new math curriculum!  

We also want to thank the following companies for donating items to our raffle. We had some excited kids and parents winning fun 
prizes from these companies who supported ACS for this event: 

TWINKLE TWINKLE LITTLE CHARMS from SAMANTHA MCHARG 
THEY JUST KEEP GROWING 
SAGE CREEK WELLNESS CENTER 
KIDS NITE OUT ACROSS AMERICA 
SKYVENTURE COLORADO LLC 
LIA SOPHIA from LEAH SCHLAGEL 
SERVICEMASTER CLEAN 
BRUNSWICK ZONE XL 
DELL PRINTER from JEANNIE REDDAN 
DUKES STEAK HOUSE 
MY GYM 
THE GYM 
GRANELLI'S PIZZERIA 
RED ROBIN 
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE 
PEGASUS ON THE SQUARE 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER 
LYNX NETWORKS AND SECURITY from TODD WARNKE 
CABO SAN LUCAS TIMESHARE from SANDY TIEMAN 
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There is an Art Club and  

Gr. 2 ð 5 Students ð Youõre Invited! 

 

When: Tuesdays starting November 25th through January 27th (8 classes) 

 

Where: The Art Room 

 

Time: 4:00 to 5:00 pm.                                                                           

 (All students not picked up at 5:00 will sign in to Academy Kids) 

 

Cost: $30.00 (Payable to ACS due November 21st) 

 

The club will be run by Mrs. Huskins, and we will be doing painting, crafts, jewelry, and other 
wonderful things!  There will be a maximum of  20 students, so sign up early. Contact Mrs. 
Huskins after 11/21 to check for available space!  

A snack will be provided! 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return the bottom half  of  this form for Registration 

 

 

Student Name __________________________ Grade ________ 

 

Emergency Contact Number _____________________________ 

 

Food Allergies (for snack reference) _______________________ 

 

Payment Enclosed ______________ 

 

******PLEASE REMEMBER THAT REGISTRATION IS ON A FIRST COME FIRST 
SERVE BASIS.  IF YOU ARE THE 21ST OR 22nd TO SIGN UP, AND SO ON, YOUR 
CHECK WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU. ************************** 


