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Dear Families and Friends of ACS,   

I know everyone is anxious to get started with their Fall Break, but we do have some important 

events to tell you about.   

Today, Officer Harris and Officer Hedges from the Castle Rock Police Depart-

ment came and spoke to our middle school students about a new program the 

Castle Rock Police Department is implementing with all the schools in Castle 

Rock.  It is called the Adopt-A-School Program.  The purpose of the program is 

for various officers in the department to ―adopt‖ a school and come by periodi-

cally and visit with students either in the classroom, at lunch, or even at recess.  

By doing this, students are familiar with law enforcement officials and see them in 

a positive light rather than only when something ―bad‖ happens.  The officers 

also talked with the middle school students about various topics such as cyber 

bullying, internet safety, and respect for one another.  

Many classes at ACS have had various special events to culminate their current 

Core Knowledge unit in science or social studies.  Our second grade students 

performed a Rainforest Play and our third graders had a ―pow-pow‖ to conclude 

their Native Americans unit.  We had students from our middle school taking 

pictures and we hope these shots will be included in next month’s ―That ACS 

Show!‖ Middle School Dean’s List and Honor Roll will be posted when we return 

from Fall Break.  

Through networking at the September 26th in-service, Mr. Ross, our 

general education music teacher, was introduced to Mr. Reece Living-

stone and his band background.  This lead us to a phone call, interview, 

and now we are pleased to announce the hiring of Mr. Livingstone, who 

is our new ACS Band director.  Due to prior commitments with the Arvada Center of Perform-

ing Arts, he will only be able to be here on Mondays and Thursdays for the rest of this quarter.  

An information sheet was sent home on Monday of this week to band students.  If you did not 

receive this letter, please let Dean Peters know and she will get one to you.   

We are still collecting RSVP’s for our SAC/PTO Math and Monte Carlo Night.  This is a great 

way to play fun and creative math games with your student, dine, and then go to the gym for 

some gaming fun while your student enjoys a supervised movie and a craft!   

 I hope you have a restful and fun Fall Break!  Thank you as always for your support of ACS, 

our staff, and our students!   

 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
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Meeting highlights 

The board met this past Monday night. Following are a few highlights from the meeting. For complete meeting information, plan to at-
tend the next session on November 10th or read the minutes when they become available. 

 

SAC News 

The CCIRA Writing Competition is coming up for the second consecutive year at ACS. Student papers will be due in early December - 
watch for more information about the contest soon. The SAC committee has been going to other schools to research their technology 
plans. And SAC member Robin Warnke is heading up an effort to create a SAC email newsletter among other charter schools. It will 
include teacher and administrator input and Core Knowledge information. 

 

The school has received a $3,000 grant from Target! Thanks to Ellen Neal-Eakin for writing the grant, which will be used to support the 
―Battle of the Books‖ program. The next SAC meeting will be November 11th at 7:30 in the school cafeteria. 

 The SAC is continuing to plan Math and Monte Carlo Game Night with PTO which will be coming up on November 6th. We sincerely 
appreciate the parents who have volunteered to help and the raffle prizes that have been donated! The evening should be exciting for 
parents and students alike and is already bringing families of ACS together as a community. We are still in need of parent volunteers to 
help as dealers and to help with parts of the Math Night. If you can help for part of the evening, please contact Kristen Wenaas at kris-
ten.wenaas@comcast.net or 303-791-7427. 
 
Committee reports 
Operations – Seven trees were planted on the ACS grounds on a recent Saturday workday. Ten to fifteen parents showed up to help, 
many saying they were excited to have the opportunity to earn volunteer hours on a weekend. The group planted 7 trees in under 2 hours 
- their time and efforts are greatly appreciated! 
 
Strategic planning – The committee’s first meeting of the year was held earlier this month. The committee is coordinating the upcoming 
Middle School Information Night, which will be held on Tuesday, November 18th, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the ACS cafeteria. Students 
and parents wanting to know more about the benefits of our middle school are urged to attend the event, which includes a PowerPoint 
presentation. ACS middle school teachers will be on hand to answer your questions. 
 
Communications - The Fall Parent Survey is coming up right after Fall Break. The survey will start on Monday, October 27,  and will run 
through Monday, November 3. Parents can participate in the survey in one of two ways. #1 - they can take the survey at home on their 
own computers; it will be emailed home to parents with internet access.  #2 – parents needing to take the survey on computers at ACS 
can do so in the elementary computer lab during that same week, during afterschool carpool time – 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. We ask that all par-
ents take the time to complete the survey – the feedback we receive is invaluable and helps us to continually improve our school. And 
parents will receive one hour of volunteer time for their efforts too! 
 

The board will meet next on Monday, November 10, 2008, with a 5:00 p.m. working session in the conference room, followed by the 
main meeting in the cafeteria at 6:00 p.m. 

Governing Board News 

The 2nd Annual DCSD Community Night with the Colorado Avalanche will be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, at the Pepsi Center. The Avs will play the Nashville Predators at 7 p.m. Tickets are $22 for seating 
throughout the arena – up to a $127 value! $2 of each ticket sold will be donated back to the DCEF as a 
fundraiser directly benefiting Douglas County Schools! To order Avs Night tickets online, please visit the 
DCEF website at http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef and click on the Avs Night ticket link.  Look for the 
flyer coming home in Friday folders this week.  You may turn your ticket orders into the office.  If you 
have questions, please contact Anne in the office or email her at belfragea@academycharter.org.  

Avalanche Hockey Game  

mailto:kristen.wenaas@comcast.net
mailto:kristen.wenaas@comcast.net
http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef
mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
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Girls’ Volleyball 

The ACS girls’ A volleyball team is in 2nd place in the South Metro Athletic Conference (SMAC) with an overall record of 10-2, and con-
ference record of 7-2.  We will be competing in the playoffs on Tuesday, October 28, here at ACS at 4pm.  If we win, we will play for the 
championship on Thursday, October 30, at 4pm.  Venue is TBD.  More details coming soon.  Please come and support your ACS volley-
ball team! 

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball 

A parent information meeting for boys’ and girls’ basketball will be held on Monday, October 27,  from 6:00-6:45 in the ACS cafeteria.  
Come meet the coaches and get your handbooks and schedules.  Tryouts will begin for both boys and girls on Monday, November 3. 

Don’t Forget! 

Athletes need to have their physical form signed by their doctor and by their parents before being allowed to practice.  Please bring a wa-
ter bottle and a good attitude! 

Sports Team News 

Welcome to the Counseling Closet!  

 

As winter approaches many students have finally settled into their homework routines. Parent teacher conferences are right around the 

corner and if you are one of those parents that feels like homework is worse than pulling teeth, I have some suggestions for you! Below is 

a list of homework tips provided by the National Education Association. Please let us know if your student is struggling with homework, 

we are here to help!  

 

Angela Krautz 

ACS Counselor 

 krautza@academycharter.org 

Counseling Closet 

                I know you have been working hard and you deserve a break!  I hope all of you enjoy the week away from school and spend 
some fun time with your students.  There is definite proof regarding your hard work as we have added up the volunteer hours for the first 
quarter.  The following families have already completed over 20 hours:  Allen, Barton, Brady, Brown (Dan & Yvette), Burgos, But-
era, Colander, Cross, Ellis, Grue, Hodgkins, Jensen, Kautz, Knopp, McNeill, Osgood, O’Leary, Pankonien, Polashock, Ragan, 
Ressetar, Scheibe, Smith (Kassie & Scott), Warnke, Wilborn, Wotjewicz.  Congratulations and thank you for supporting our 
school.  

                The following families have already logged over 50 hours of volunteer time at ACS:  Coyhis, DeGarmo, Gillespie, Guns, 
Hardison, Hazlehurst, Knight, Mitchell and Watson.  These families have made a great commitment to ACS and we truly appreciate 
your help!  Thank you, thank you.  You will notice, we have put up ―shining stars‖ for these families on our Volunteer bulletin 
board.  Thanks again for making a difference here at ACS! 

 

Anne Belfrage 
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

Volunteer News 

mailto:krautza@academycharter.org
mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
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Homework Tips for Parents:  

1. Be Prepared 

Assume your child will have studying to do every night. Even if they do not have a specific assignment to complete, establish 
and maintain regular homework time. If students do not have any homework on a particular night, suggest that they study for upcoming 
tests, do background research for long term assignments, review notes from class, or read a book. 

Set up a comfortable location for doing homework. Students need a distraction-free place to do homework. The kitchen table, 
provided there is proper lighting, a clean work surface, and a supportive chair, can be an ideal place. If other family members are using 
this common area, setting up a desk in your child's room may be the answer. You and your child can pick out lighting, a seat cushion, and 
other accessories together. Avoid letting your child do homework in an environment that is too comfortable, such as on a bed or a couch. 

Make sure your child has the necessary supplies. Many teachers require specific tools, such as red pens, highlighters, graph pa-
per, or calculators. They may also expect students to have access to a computer and the Internet, which most school and public libraries 
make available for everyone's use. 

Work with your child’s outside activity schedule and preferences when setting up a regular homework time. Many students 
have an assortment of outside activities that may leave them few opportunities for doing homework. Try to make it easier by establishing 
a routine homework time. Some children have a better attention span in the afternoon or evening and can order their priorities based on 
their family schedules. 
Help your child get organized. It is a good idea—and often a teacher's requirement—for your child to keep a schedule planner. En-
courage your child to write down all assignments daily and even use the planner to maintain a longer-term "to-do" list. Students may en-
joy checking off assignments as they are completed, allowing them to easily see the progress made over time in keeping up with their 
work. 

2. Understand teachers' policies and expectations 

Ensure that your child knows each teacher's homework policy. Most teachers either 1- hand out a printed summary of home-
work expectations 2-post it on the class Web site or 3- Go over it at the beginning of the year and/or each semester. Review these expec-
tations together and have your child keep the summary (if there is one) in a personal binder or in a safe place at home that is easily acces-
sible. 

Encourage your child to ask questions. Some students are nervous about asking their teachers about assignments or instructions 
they don't understand. Reinforce the notion that teachers want students to ask questions before leaving the classroom or school for the 
day so that they have the information they need to complete assignments properly. 
Remind your child to visit teachers if needed. Teachers often make a point to be in the classroom before school, at lunch, or after 
school. If students are still having trouble understanding homework assignments, encourage them to take a few minutes to discuss home-
work questions with the teacher when they can talk one-on-one. 

3. Be available and teach by example 

Make yourself available during homework time. While you've probably had a long day, just like your child, and may want to 
watch a TV show or run errands, it can benefit you both if you are nearby while they do homework. You may consider using this time to 
read, pay bills, or do paperwork that you can easily set aside if your child needs assistance with homework. Once everyone's work is done, 
maybe that walk outside or favorite family activity can be a treat for you all to share.   

Stop by and check in while your child does homework, offering your support and advice. Teachers believe parents are the 
best source of motivation for students. You may serve as a sounding board as your child works through interesting ideas or challenging 
problems. 

Show interest in your child's schoolwork and discuss what your child is learning. Students like to know that their parents are 
interested in what they do! Ask questions about school that day, new homework assignments, or what your child likes or does not like 
about a particular lesson, class, or subject. 
Watch for signs of failure or frustration. If you sense that your child is getting frustrated or discouraged, try to provide guidance with-
out necessarily providing answers. Sometimes suggesting that your child take a short break can be the best advice you can give. Offer to 
talk through the problem following the break. Your positive attitude about working through frustrations also can be part of the learning 
process. You will be helping your child to develop a healthy ability to stick with problems until they can be solved. 

4. Identify other resources 

Don't hesitate to line up extra support if needed.  If your child is having regular problems completing the homework for a cer-
tain subject, it may be time to schedule a conference with the teacher for you and your child. A teacher may be willing to offer sugges-

Counseling Closet cont. 
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tions for tutors or small-group study sessions in your area. 

Get to know the guidance counselors and other school employees. Education support professionals generally know all of the 
students in the school, and their relationship with your child will continue as they advance from one grade to the next. In addition to 
teachers, other school employees can be great resources for homework assistance. 

Encourage your child to find homework buddies. It is always a good idea for children to identify a homework buddy in each 
class, someone they can call with questions or if they miss class. 
Consider providing technology aids to boost homework help. You may want to take advantage of the many technology-based tools 
now available. Today, parents can choose from a variety of educational software programs and a vast array of online resources. 

 

5. Stay in touch with your children's teachers 

E-mail can be an effective way to maintain regular contact with teachers. Teachers have extremely busy schedules during the 
day while they are teaching, and this may limit the time teachers are available to talk with you by phone or meet with you in person, e-mail 
can be a great way to catch them during their daily breaks and in the evening. Check to see whether your child's teacher has access to e-
mail. 

Let teachers know of any significant changes at home. Because they have a lot of students, teachers need to have all the infor-
mation possible regarding things that are going on with your family that may affect your child’s school performance. 
Get involved where you can. Make an effort to participate by offering to assist in the classroom for special projects, to drive and chap-
erone on field trips, or to share some relevant expertise. 

6. Nurture your child's interests 

Inspire learning outside of school. Children who see opportunities for learning everywhere are more likely to view schoolwork as 
an extension of their interest in the world, rather than as a burden. If they enjoy sports, encourage them to hunt for articles in the paper 
or magazines about their favorite teams. If they love the arts, share reviews of movies or plays from newspapers and magazines. If you 
have a budding scientist, explore local parks and look for interesting plants to identify and study. 
Find activities that parallel what your child is studying in school. Learning expands for children who live what they learn in school. 
If your child is studying a foreign language, check out a popular movie in that language from the library or find a cookbook with recipes 
from that country to prepare together. Visit a museum exhibit on mummies if your child is studying ancient Egypt. Encourage your child 
to use new math or writing skills to balance an allowance budget or to write a poem or essay for a local contest.   

Counseling Closet cont. 
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

TACKLING HUNGER IN DENVER 

with   

The DENVER BRONCOS WIVES FOOD DRIVE 
 

 For 25 years, schools in the Denver area have helped the Broncos Wives tackle hunger in Denver by col-

lecting non-perishable food in October.  The Denver Broncos Wives work with COMPA FOOD BANK MINIS-

TRY in their mission to feed the hungry.  This year the ACS Student Council is sponsoring this Community Ser-

vice Project for Academy Charter School.  We are hoping to work together with all students, staff and parents to 

collect as much non-perishable food items as we can in the coming month.  We need your help.  

 The Broncos Wives Drive has provided us with cardboard boxes that will be placed in classroom areas and 

in the front foyer by the Academy Charter School office.  To make this fun and to keep up the momentum, we are 

going to have a ―friendly‖ competition to see which grade level can collect the most number of food donations by 

October 31st.  We have Fall Break in between this time, so we want you to know about our project.  As specials 

come available in stores you normally shop in, be thinking about our project and keep the food coming. 

 The Broncos Wives will be presenting all participating schools with a plaque of appreciation and the win-

ning schools in each of the 4 divisions will receive recognition with the following: 

An all school assembly with Broncos celebrity and Miles, the mascot, sometime in December 

Being listed in the ―Wives Drive‖ recognition ad in the Denver Post 

Receiving an autographed item by Broncos player(s) 
 

 Academy Charter School would love to be one of the winning schools!   

Please consider helping generously and to participate with your family in a worthwhile an easy community 

service project before the holidays.   Help not only those who are hungry, but ACS, by participating in this ACS 

community effort to help the Denver Bronco Wives TACKLE HUNGER in Denver!  

Sincerely,  

The Academy Charter School Student Council and Sponsors 
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Bettinõ on a Winé.For You, For ACS! 

Donõt miss Family Math and Adult Monte 

Carlo Game Night  

November 6, 2008 5:30 -9:30 at ACS  

Families and students will be able to play a variety of fun math games for 
all grades K-8 from 5:30-7:00. 

Dinner served in the cafeteria from 6:30-7:30. 

Adult Monte Carlo game night in the gym from 6:30-9:30. (Middle school 
students welcome with parent supervision.) 

Prizes from Sky Venture, Sage Creek Wellness, The Gym, Outback 
Steakhouse and many more! 

Movie and craft time for kids in the classrooms (K-4th, 5th-8th) during the 
Monte Carlo gaming (6:30-9:30). 

Babysitting provided for kids (ages 2ðpre-K with RSVP). 

Lots of family activitiesðBingo, Math Twister, Cupcake walk!!! 

$30/family by October 30th or $40/family at the door. 

***All proceeds will go towards LCD projector carts for the classrooms.*** 

Yes, the __________________________________ family will attend. 

 Payment included (checks payable to ACS-PTO). 

Total # in family ___________ Ages and grades of  children ____________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Will babysitting for ages 2 through pre-K be needed? If  yes, how many children? 

______________________________________________________________ 

RSVP to your teacher or front office by October 30th!  
(Each student will receive a free gift when RSVP turned in by 10/30.)  

Highlights of the eveningé.. 


