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Important Dates 

 
Sept. 19 - Volunteer Training 
 
Sept. 23 - Substitute Teacher 
Training 
 
Sept. 23 - Magazine / Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser orders due 
 
Sept. 24 - MS Talent Show 2:50  
 
Sept. 25 - Dress of Choice Day 
 
Sept. 26 - Teacher In-service - 
No school for students 
 
Oct. 3 - MS Dance 5:30-8:30 

Dear Families and Friends of ACS,   

We’d like to thank all those parents and students who came out for our first 2008-2009 ACS Fam-

ily Movie Night last Friday!  A big thank you to PTO for providing a fun evening for the whole 

family! 

The ―Go Green‖ magazine and cookie dough fundraiser with PTO is off and running.  The polar 

bear mascot was passed this week to the next elementary and middle school homeroom based on 

who had taken the most orders for this fundraiser.  Keep up the great work, ACS students!   

We have completed our MAPS testing in grades 2-8 with make-up tests being administered this 

final week.  Our staff will have immediate access to this data once the testing window is finished 

as the information is readily available via the web.  Your student’s classroom teacher will be going 

over these results as well as last year’s CSAP data using our C-SNAP. 

On Wednesday we had our first Bully Free assembly with all of our students.  Ms. Krautz, our 

wonderful ACS counselor, talked with the students about what bullying is, what it is not, and what 

to do if a student is being bullied.  We also had some great skits presented by Mrs. Lindburg’s 6th 

grade class. Our very own Dean Brown played the part of the ―respect fairy‖ that sprinkled 

―respect‖ dust on our student actors that were not acting very respectful.  Staff talent was also 

demonstrated by various grade level teams performing bullying skits for the students. 

Mrs. Gallagher’s ―Lights, Camera, Action‖ elective class will be hosting a talent show on Wednes-

day, September 24th, in the Gym.  We’re very excited to see our middle school students shine on 

stage!   

Next week, we will be honoring those students who have demonstrated the virtues of Respect and 

Responsibility at our Virtue assemblies.  These will be held on Thursday, September 25th, for 

grades K-5 in the morning and for grades 6-8 in the afternoon.  As a reminder: Don't forget to cut 

your box tops and place them in a baggie or envelope with your name, grade and teacher on 

them.  The ACS-PTO has exciting surprises and competitions this year.  Be on the lookout in the 

fall for a competition between the classrooms!  You will not want to miss this!  

òCutting box tops is an easy way to raise money for your school, so don't forget to ask 

Grandparents, Aunts/Uncles and other family and friends to help cut box tops for your 

school!ó 

As a way of guiding students to become more responsible, beginning next week, students in 

grades 7-8 will no longer receive their corrected papers only on Fridays.  Their classroom teachers 

will be returning their papers to students during their regular classes. Please note: Sixth grade stu-

dents will continue to receive their graded papers on Fridays.   

Progress Reports will be delayed in grades 3-5 by one week.  We are converting our elementary 

teachers over to Infinite Campus, and we’ve had a few technical issues with the conversion.  All 

parents who have their oldest or only child in grades K-5 will need to stop by the front office to 

receive their infinite campus ―activation key.‖  Progress reports will not be available in hard copy 
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form as parents can access their students’ grades online.  Only those households who do not have internet service will receive a hard 

copy.   

Dean Peters will be hosting ―Infinite Campus Log-on Training‖ next week for those parents who would like assistance with this.  She will 

be available on Monday, September 22nd, from 3:30-4:00 as well as Tuesday, September 23rd,from 3:30-4:00 in the elementary computer 

lab.  Please stop by with your activation key and she will be happy to help!   

Please join us at some of the highlighted ACS events coming up in the very near future:   

Friday, September 19th- Middle School progress check- Please check in IC to see your middle school student’s progress. 

Wednesday, September 24th-Magazine and Cookie Dough orders are DUE! 

Wednesday, September 24th-MS Talent Show 2:50 in the ACS gym 

Thursday, September 25th- Prizes Day from the fundraiser 

Thursday, September 25th-Virtue Assemblies.  K-5 8:50 a.m., 6-8 2:50.  Both are held in the ACS cafeteria. 

Thursday, September 25th-Grades available for viewing for grades 3-5 in Infinite Campus. 

Thursday, September 25th—Battle of the Books Info Meeting 4:00 p.m., Room 102 

Friday, September 26th-Teacher In-service day-NO SCHOOL FOR KIDS! 

 

Thursday, November 6th-PTO/SAC /Monte Carlo Night 
We are still actively searching for a permanent band teacher.  Words can’t express our gratitude to Mrs. Kassie Smith for stepping up and 

helping us out.  If you know of any musicians who can or are willing to become our new band director, please have them contact the 

school.   

As always, thank you for your support of ACS, our students, and our staff!  Have a fantastic weekend! 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

Governing Board members joined ACS teachers and staff yesterday to hear a presentation from Douglas 

County School District officials. Their talk centered on the mill levy and bond issue in this November’s 

election and what effect they might have on charter schools if passed, or not. Afterward, a working session 

of the board was held. Among the items discussed were fall parent survey questions and both the deans’ 

and boards’ goals and objectives. The next general meeting of the Governing Board has been set for Mon-

day, October 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  

 

SAC NEWS 

The SAC and PTO had some planning meetings earlier this week to coordinate volunteers for the upcom-

ing Math and Monte Carlo Night on November 6th. Thanks to everyone who attended! We really appreci-

ate your time and efforts! We have a great evening planned but still need volunteer dealers for the night. 

As part of the evening, we have a casino company providing entertainment but we’d like to use volunteer 

dealers to keep the cost down and raise money for technology in the classrooms. If you’d like to deal 

blackjack or poker, please contact Kristen Wenaas at kristen.wenaas@comcast.net or (303) 791-7427. We 

need 15 parents and training will be provided. As a dealer, you’ll earn extra raffle tickets for prizes through 

the evening! 

Governing Board News 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
mailto:kristen.wenaas@comcast.net


Page 3 ACS   E-News  

Original Art Works 

The next meeting regarding the D.C. trip has been set for Tuesday, October 2, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

ACS cafeteria. We still have not heard from a number of 8th grade students on whether they are plan-

ning to go on the trip or not. We need this information soon to determine costs for the trip. Please 

contact Cynthia Heikes at cdfheikes@msn.com  if your child is interested in the trip or for further 

information. 

ORIGINAL WORKS IS BACK WITH EXCITING NEW PRODUCTS! 

 

This great program is back and just in time for the holidays!  Ms. Huskins has had our students working on a 
special project in art class.  Original Works will take these works of art and turn them into beautiful full color 
products, such as magnets, mugs, journals, shirts and much more.  New products include soap/lotion dis-
pensers, a wall clock, luggage/bag spotters, and pocket pads.  Posters are on display around the school. 
Information about the program and how to order these products will be sent home with your Middle School 
students or in your Elementary Student’s Friday Folders on October 3rd.  Orders will be due on October 9th 
to ensure we receive them in time for shipping for the holidays. 

 

This is a great opportunity to purchase one-of-a-kind gifts to help raise money for the art department.  All pro-
ceeds from this fundraiser go directly to the art department to replenish art supplies, fund special classes and 
more.  If you have any questions about this program, please do not hesitate to ask Ms. Huskins, Cindy Hazle-
hurst, Cami Lemon, or Kristin Sidney.  Thank you for your support! 

8th Grade Trip Meeting 

Got a dirty car? A car wash to raise funds for the 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. will be held this 

Sunday, September 21st, from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Wal-Mart parking lot, near their car service 

center on the south side. All interested ACS parents and staff members are encouraged to bring those 

dirty cars in and help out these students as they try to earn money toward their class trip next June. 

(This is not an ACS-sponsored trip.) Eighth graders who would like to assist at the car wash should 

contact Mrs. Burgos in the front office.  

Car Wash 

mailto:cdfheikes@msn.com
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Hello ACS Parents!  

 Welcome to the Counseling Closet! The school year is finally well underway and as the new counselor, I will begin to ad-

dress the issue of bullying with all of our students K-8. These issues will be addressed both as a school in our Bully Prevention As-

semblies and will also be addressed in individual classes. The first of our year long assemblies will take place on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 17th, so use this opportunity to talk to your students about bullying. This year we will be hitting this topic hard in a campaign 

to stop bullying behaviors before they start at ACS! Here are some tips and pointers for you as parents surrounding the topic of bul-

lying. If you have any questions or think your student is being bullied, please contact me at 303-660-4881 extension 269.  

 

Thanks!  

Angela Krautz 

ACS School Counselor 

krautza@academycharter.org 

 

What Exactly Is Bullying? 

There are three types of bullying: verbal, physical, and nonverbal/nonphysical.  

Verbal bullying can include teasing, taunting, name-calling, gossiping and spreading rumors.  

Physical bulling includes things like hitting, kicking, shoving, and destroying property. 

Non-verbal/non-physical types of bullying can include threatening, obscene or rude gestures and social exclusion. 

What Can You Do As Parents? 

Know The Warning Signs.  Children may be too afraid to tell their parents they are being bullied. If your child frequently 

comes home with bruises or scrapes, are often upset after school, or try to find reasons to stay at home from school then they may be 

being bullied. 

Communicate With The School. Talk with your childôs teachers and counselors. They are there to help and to make sure your 

student is safe at school. Often teachers and other staff members can stop bullying once they know it is going on. Encourage your 

child to inform adults at school when they are feeling bullied. Communication is key! 

Recognize Bullying As A Problem. If your child talks to you about bullying, listen to them and donôt try to down play the 

problem. Let them know you take bullying very seriously. If your child is being bullied, reassure them that it is not their fault and let 

them know that you are always there to help. 

Take Action When Necessary. If your child is showing signs of being a bully, tell them you donôt approve. Let them know that 

there are consequences for bullying behaviors. It is better to stop your childôs bad behaviors before they get out of hand. 

Take Action When Brothers And Sisters Bully Each Other. If your kids are bullying each other, tell them that you donôt ap-

prove and explain why. Let your children know that there are consequences for bullying, even if it is at home.  You donôt want their 

bullying behaviors at home to continue in other places. 
Be A Role Model For Your Child! When kids see their parents being aggressive, hostile or bullying others, they are more likely to 

act that way themselves. Role model good behavior for you students by not participating when other adults portray this type of be-

havior, use it as a teachable moment for your child by saying that even adults can be bullies and that it is still not acceptable! 

Counseling Closet 

Nicolo’s Chicago Style Pizza at 848 Ridge Road and Burger King at 880 Kinner 
St. are donating 5% of total sales that are designated as being for the 8th Grade 
Washington, D.C. trip!  If you eat at either Nicolo’s or Burger King (coupons 
excluded) any time between now and the end of the school year,  we will re-
ceive a monthly donation for our kids.  Please turn in your receipts to Lori Bur-
gos in the front office and we will get them to the appropriate person.  

Great Food and help ACS 8th Grade 

mailto:krautza@academycharter.org
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                I am looking forward to meeting all of you tomorrow as we do our Volunteer Training.  I do hope you will plan to come as 
there will be much information given at this meeting.  Please plan to come tomorrow morning, 9:00 a.m. in the Cafeteria.  Special training 
will be given regarding working with students on reading skills and the librarian will be sharing ways you can help in the library.  The SAC 
committee will also be sharing information with you.  We will have refreshments and coffee for you.  Please come and join us! 

 

                Thanks again for being a ―Shining Star‖ at ACS! 

 

Anne Belfrage 
Volunteer Coordinator 
belfragea@academycharter.org 

Volunteer News 

Attention parents and students! We have a wonderful opportunity for 4th-8th graders! Do you like to read 
books? Do you like competition? Well then Battle of the Books may be just for you! This exciting program 
offers students the chance to read new books and then compete in the spring over the information they have 
learned. We are having an informational meeting on Thursday, September 25th, at 4:00 in Mrs. Frederiksen’s 
room, rm #102. We look forward to telling you more about this new after school opportunity.  If you have any 
questions or would like more information, please e-mail us at frederiksene@academycharter.org or  
zimmermans@academycharterschool.org. We hope to see you there! 
 
Who: 4th – 8th Graders 

What: In Battle of the Books students will read and discuss great books! In the spring we will have competi-

tions 

When: Information Meeting Thursday September 25, 2008     4:00 – 4:30 

Where: Room 102 

Why: Read new books, make new friends, have fun! 

Battle of  the Books 

Did you know the only way to purchase an E-Book or Gold C book at ACS is through an 8th grade student? 

Books will not be sent home with your student as in previous years. These students are selling the books after 

school daily in the front hallway to earn money to go to Washington, D.C. next summer. This is your only 

opportunity to buy these books at the school, and will continue just through next Thursday, September 25th. 

Don’t miss out on all of the great deals and coupons in these books – plan to purchase an E-Book for $25 or 

a Gold C book for $10 from an 8th grader soon! 

Entertainment Books 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
mailto:frederiksene@academycharter.org
mailto:zimmermans@academycharterschool.org
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

The 2nd Annual DCSD Community Night with the Colorado Avalanche will be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, at the Pepsi Center. The Avs will play the Nashville Predators at 7 p.m. Tickets are $22 for seating 
throughout the arena – up to a $127 value! $2 of each ticket sold will be donated back to the DCEF as a 
fundraiser directly benefiting Douglas County Schools! To order Avs Night tickets online, please visit the 
DCEF website at http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef and click on the Avs Night ticket link.  Look for the 
flyer coming home in Friday folders this week.  You may turn your ticket orders into the office.  If you 
have questions, please contact Anne in the office or email her at belfragea@academycharter.org.  

Avalanche Hockey Game  

http://schools.dcsdk12.org/dcef
mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org

