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Important Dates 

 
Sept. 12 - Movie Night 
 
Sept. 19 - Volunteer Training 
 
Sept. 23 - Substitute Teacher 
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Sept. 23 - Magazine / Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser orders due 
 
Sept. 26 - Teacher In-service - 
No school for students 

Dear ACS Parents and Friends, 

 

 I am sure your kids have been coming home completely excited about our new fundraising 
efforts, the magazine and cookie dough drive.  If your kids are like mine, they believe they 
will be winning the limo ride and every prize Ed Guns showed them at the assembly ñ polar 
bears, sheets of money, and candy to name a few!  Thanks Ed for getting the ACS students 
excited about this fundraiser.   

 

 

The PTO is also sponsoring a movie night this Friday, September 12th. The 
activities will begin at 5:30 with inflatables on our field.  If the weather per-
mits we will watch the movie outside on the field.  If the weather turns cold, 
we will move the movie, Alvin and the Chipmunks, into the gym!  I hope you 
can make it to this fun family event.   

 

On September 20th, ACS needs your help with planting trees around our school.  
Some of our trees have died and we need to replace them.  We were offered a won-
derful deal on some great trees.  Our only problem is planting them.  If you are look-
ing for some volunteer hours and love to dig, please join us on September 20th at 9:00 
am. Please contact Morgan Pears at ACS if you can help out! 

 

The students have been asking me about purchasing ACS Hoodies.  The long awaited 
ACS Hoodies are now available! 

ACS Hoodies are now available from S&S Sports in Navy, Red and Dark Green.  The cost is $23, 
not including tax.  S&S supports our school by returning a portion of the proceeds.  Please stop 
by and get your ACS Hoodie today or this weekend.   

 

Please note that the ACS Dress Code (available on our website) states:  

òHoodies may contain the studentõs initials, first and/or last name only.ó  S&S will be happy to personalize 
your Hoodie for an additional fee.  Any Hoodies containing personalization other than the stu-
dentõs initials, first name or last name will be treated as a coat and will need to be removed once 
inside the building. 

 

S&Sõs New Location:  

136 S. Wilcox St. (Near the Philip S. Miller Library and the UPS Store) 

(303) 317-6671 
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New Store Hours:  

Monday-Friday: 10am-6:30pm 

Saturday: 9am-5pm 

Sunday: 1pm-5pm 

 

 If you are interested in learning about how you can help your child at home with reading, go to www.drswaby.com.  As 
a parent from ACS, you can logon to this site and learn more about how kids read and how you can support them in 
learning to read!  The username is: PAccess, and the password is: parents.   Both items are case sensitive.  I hope you 
enjoy this course because it gives you some great tips! 
 
 
 

òIt is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.ó 

-Aristotle 

Sincerely, 

Yvette Brown 

ACS Dean 
browny@academycharter.org     

Meeting highlights 

The board met this past Monday evening. At the meeting, a first grade teacher, Sarah Zimmerman, was introduced as the boardõs elemen-
tary teacher representative. She joins Middle School Spanish teacher, Laurie Hughes, as a non-voting member of the board. These teacher 
liaisons provide valuable input and communications to and from the teaching staff at ACS. 

 

Mrs. Hughes said that the results from student council elections in the Middle School would be an-
nounced Tuesday afternoon. The òGoing Greenó student group will be placing recycle boxes for paper 
in each classroom. 

 

According to Ms. Zimmerman, the teachers really like the new FM speaker systems. She added that the 
new math and language arts curriculums are going well. 

 

The SAC (School Advisory Council) met last Tuesday. The focus of the meeting was the talk given by Dr. Jed Bowman from the Douglas 
County School District, who explained how CSAP testing came about, how it all works and its importance, and how the results are util-
ized. 

 

Plans are underway for the upcoming Math/Monte Carlo night, sponsored jointly by the SAC and the PTO. Mark your calendars for 
Thursday, November 9. Many volunteers are needed to help with this event; the next volunteer meeting has been set for Monday, Sep-
tember 15, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The homeschool program at ACS currently has 113 students enrolled in its three off-site locations this year. Orientations held for parents 
on the first day were very helpful. A new science curriculum has been purchased for grade Kð4. Director Elizabeth Lawson met with 
another charter school to explain why our homeschool program at ACS is so successful; the other school, Platte River, has only 10 stu-
dents in their program. 

 

Governing Board News 

http://www.drswaby.com
mailto:browny@academycharter.org
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Calendar 

September 10th Magazine and Cookie Dough Fundraiser begins 

September 12th  Movie Night 

October 7th PTO Working Meeting ð  7:30pm, ACS Cafeteria 

October 7th cookie dough delivery 

November 6th Family Game Night 

December 6th Parentsõ Night Out  - Kids go to Omega Gymnastics 

 

Special Message from the President 

The 2008-09 year is off to a fast start for the PTO.  Already, we have a Family Movie Night, as well as our one and only Fundraiser for 
the year, both this week (see Fundraising, below, for more information.)  We need much help with our Fundraiser, both from the per-
spective of sales, as well as volunteers, to make this a success.  To find out how you can help, please contact Ed Guns at bigsky-
bounce@comcast.net. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Social 

 A BIG Thank You to all the families who brought food and helped out at the first PTO Teachers Breakfast for this year. It was a big 
success!!  Now itõs time to start planning for this month.  This monthõs date and time is Sept. 26th at 7:45 in the teachersõ  lounge.  If you 
are interested in bringing in some of your YUMMY creations, please email Kassie Smith at kassie-acspto@comcast.net with what you can 
bring. Remember, we have 70 HUNGRY teachers and staff to feed and I can't tell you how much they really appreciate the food 
everyone brings in.  If you have already signed up for this month, you will be getting an email shortly.  

 

Thank you, 

Kassie Smith 
ACS PTO Social Chair, 
Kassie Smith  720-229-0334 

 

PTO Corner 

Coming up from the communications committee is the fall parent survey. Board members and the Deans will be looking over and revis-
ing last fallõs survey, with a goal to make the survey much more concise. The survey will be administered during parent-teacher confer-
ences in October and the week following fall break. 

 

The boardõs policy committee relayed a need to enforce dress code in regard to pants ð the material should only be twill or corduroy. 
Denim type pants with rivets, and/or outside pockets and stitching are being worn by some students and are in violation of the dress 
code. Teachers will be on the lookout and issuing violations if necessary. 

 

Carpool safety was brought up again, this time concerning parents who are driving while distracted ð due to the use of 
cell phones and other electronic devices. Parents need to be aware in the carpool line to ensure the safety of our chil-
dren and aides. 

 

A working session of the board is set for next Wednesday, September 17, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the conference 
room. The October general meeting will be held Monday, October 13, at 5:30 ð 7:30 p.m. We encourage parents and staff to attend one 
or both of these open meetings.  

mailto:bigskybounce@comcast.net
mailto:bigskybounce@comcast.net
mailto:kassie-acspto@comcast.net
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List of dates for the upcoming year for teacher breakfast. 

September 26th 

October 16th and 17th luncheon/dinner 

November 21st 

December 19th 

January 30th 

February 27th 

March 19thand  20th luncheon/dinner 

April 24th 

May 1 5th  

 

Fundraising 

 Magazine/Cookie Dough Drive- Our Theme for the Magazine/Cookie Dough Drive is Go Green.  For every Household that pur-
chases 3 Magazines a tree will be planted in the name of ACS.  Information will be going home this Wednesday, so PLEASE look in you 
childõs backpack!! 

 

 Movie Night - The Movie will be Alvin and the Chipmunks!  Events start at 5:30 with Movie starting around 7:30.  
$5 per child and family special $15. 
 

Entertainment Book Update - IMPORTANT  ð At the General Meeting of the PTO last week, the local commu-
nity voted that the PTO should NOT sell Entertainment Books this year, as had originally been planned. 

In order to provide access to this service that so many of our families enjoy, the PTO Executive Board decided to relinquish any òholdó 
to this fundraiser and gave the opportunity to the 8th grade as a fundraiser for their trip to Washington, D.C.  The 8th grade has picked 
this up with vigor. 

If you would like to purchase an Entertainment Book to benefit the 8th graders who will be going to Washington, please contact Greg 
Polashock at GPolashock@msn.com or Lori Burgos at BurgosL@AcademyCharter.org. 

 
Direct Donations Update ð IMPORTANT  ð It has just come to the attention of the PTO that anyone wishing to make a Direct Do-
nation this year by way of credit card should come, in person, to the ACS Front Desk, with the credit card, in order to facilitate the dona-
tion.  When doing so, please ask to speak with Barbara Ireland, the schoolõs Business Manager.  The PTO apologizes for any inconven-
ience this may cause our most generous benefactors. 

We wish to thank everyone for their generous donations, and remind all families that a check can also be written (payable to ACS PTO, 
please write Direct Donation on the memo line) as a convenient way to make your contribution and just drop off at the ACS Front Desk 
in an envelope entitled òPTOó.  Remember, Direct Donations may be tax deductible! 

Thank you for your support! 
 

éand Donõt Forget!.. 

 
BOX TOP FUNDRAISER  

 In addition to the exciting monthly prizes generously awarded by the ACS-PTO, Box Tops for Education and Target have joined forces 
to help schools earn even more money. 

 
 Between now and October 31st, for every 30 box tops we clip and turn in, Box Tops for Education will match our 30 with another 30. 
That can add up to a lot of extra $ for our school. So remember to clip and turn in your box tops. You still must put your name on the 
box tops or put them in a baggie or envelope with your name and grade on it, so that the coordinator can submit them properly AND so 
that you can be considered for the monthly prizes. 

 
Don't forget, the deadline to be considered for September's Box Top prize of a "free dress down day" is September 22nd! So, get those 
box tops clipped and turned into the box by September 22nd. 

mailto:GPolashock@msn.com
mailto:BurgosL@AcademyCharter.org
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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I hope you took the opportunity to have your picture taken and you now have your very own volunteer badge!  If you missed out, please 
let someone in the office take your picture so we can have an ID badge made for you.  It is very important that all volunteers sign in at 
the Front Office and wear an ID badge in the building for security purposes. 

 

Volunteer Training is scheduled for next Friday, September 19th, at 9:00 in the Cafeteria.  Please plan to come if you have signed 
up to be a Classroom Coordinator or you are a new parent at Academy Charter.  A lot of important information will be shared during this 
training.  Let me know if you are unable to attend and I will make other arrangements for you. 

 

There are lots of opportunities available to volunteer at this momentñthe PTO needs help with fundraisers, Morgan Pears needs help 
planting trees at the school, Governing Board has committees and SAC is looking for parents to participate.  

 

Thanks for being one of our òShining Starsó! 

 

Anne Belfrage 

Volunteer Coordinator 

belfragea@academycharter.org 

Volunteer News 

Attention parents and students! We have a wonderful opportunity for 4th-8th graders! Do you like to read 
books? Do you like competition? Well then Battle of the Books may be just for you! This exciting program 
offers students the chance to read new books and then compete in the spring over the information they have 
learned. We are having an informational meeting on Thursday, September 25th, at 4:00 in Mrs. Frederiksenõs 
room, rm #102. We look forward to telling you more about this new after school opportunity.  If you have any 
questions or would like more information, please e-mail us at frederiksene@academycharter.org or  
zimmermans@academycharterschool.org. We hope to see you there! 
 
Who: 4th ð 8th Graders 

What: In Battle of the Books students will read and discuss great books! In the spring we will have competi-

tions 

When: Information Meeting Thursday September 25, 2008     4:00 ð 4:30 

Where: Room 102 

Why: Read new books, make new friends, have fun! 

Battle of  the Books 

Weõre into our second week of our new carpool procedures and things are improving.  Thank you!  However, we 
did see far too many near collisions due to people using their cell phones or laptop computers.  Safety is our num-
ber one concern, so PLEASE refrain from using cell phones and laptop computers while waiting in the carpool 
lane.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Carpool Information 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
mailto:frederiksene@academycharter.org
mailto:zimmermans@academycharterschool.org
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1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Academy Charter School 

Weõre on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

                We are having a Substitute Teacher Training on Tuesday, September 23rd, at 9:00 a.m.  If 
you have not attended a training previously and would like to be on our substitute teacher list, please 
plan to attend.  Please contact Anne Belfrage for more information. 

 

                Anne Belfrage 

                belfragea@academycharter.org 

Substitute Teacher Training 

Nicoloõs Chicago Style Pizza at 848 Ridge Road and Burger King at 880 Kinner St. are donating 5% of 
total sales that are designated as being for the 8th Grade Washington, D.C. trip!  If you eat at either 
Nicoloõs or Burger King (coupons excluded) any time between now and the end of the school year,  we 
will receive a monthly donation for our kids.  Please turn in your receipts to Lori Burgos in the front 
office and we will get them to the appropriate person.  
 
Remember, Entertainment Books are only being sold by the students who are raising funds for their 
Washington, D.C. trip this coming summer.  We are still selling Entertainment Books in the lobby dur-
ing afternoon carpool through September 25th.  Please come out and support our wonderful 8th graders!  

8th Grade Trip Fundraising 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org

