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Important Dates

May 2 8t Grade Graduation Fund
Raiser-dress of choice

May 2 Pre-screening for future
Kindergarteners

May 5-9 Teacher Appreciation
Week

May 6 DCSD Board of Education
Meeting 5pm

May 12 Governing Board Meeting

May 13 DCSD Road to November
Meeting 6-8

May 14 SAC Meeting

May 27 Field Day

May 28 8t Grade Graduation
May 29 Kindergarten Graduation

Dear ACS Friends and Families,

Our 3 graders, their teachers, and parents have reason to celebrate. I just received our 3t
grade CSAP Reading scores and they were amazing! Our 3t grade Reading score was 87 for
2008 as compared to last year when we received a 63. Our 3t graders outperformed every
Castle Rock elementary except for one school! Congratulations 3td graders! We are so proud
of you for giving your best efforts! Individual results will be sent out to parents in the next
couple of weeks!

On May 6t, the Charter Task Force will attend the DCSD Board of Education Meeting to
answer any questions from our Mil/Bond inclusion proposal. If you can attend this meeting,
it will be at the DCSD main building off of Wilcox and 6t St. at 5:00 pm. Your support
would be greatly appreciated so please mark your calendars! Our goal is to be included in
receiving approximately 5% of these funds. If you are unable to attend that early, we would
also appreciate if you could attend at 7 pm that night to make general comments/suppott for
charter schools.

On May 13t DCSD will present their “Road to November” presentation in Castle Rock.
This is a time that patents can learn more details as to how many mils/bond money the dis-
trict will be asking for and where that money will go. As we get closer to the date, I will send
more details about this meeting. At this point I do not know of the location but it will be
from 6 pm-8 pm.

A parent from Platte River Academy has created a network of charter school parents. If you
would like to be included in this network, please email Donnell Rosenberg at
Donnell@ROSENBERGS.COM. She sends out regular emails updating you regarding chat-
ter school information!

On Friday, we will have a dress of choice day for those children who would like to donate $2
for our 8t grade graduation! The 8t graders will be collecting the donations at the front en-

trance in the morning,

Also on Friday, we will have our Spaghetti Dinner and Movie Night! Due to unexpected
weather, we have decided to move the movie into the gym. We will need everyone’s help to
move the tables after the dinner so we can set up for the movie. We will be showing the Dis-
ney movie “Enchanted” at 8 pm. We will still have inflatables outside from 6 pm to 7:45 for
the kids! We will also have a silent auction going on outside of the gym in the hallway. If
possible, please try to carpool because parking is going to be crowded. Currently it looks like
we will have approximately 370 people attending this event!

This summer we will have a couple of opportunities for our students. In your child’s Friday
Folder, a flyer is being sent home about Omega gym offering a summer program and part of
the proceeds will benefit our PE program at ACS!

ACS will also be offering for the first time summer school. Our ACS Summer School will
offer remediation and enrichment courses at appropriate grade levels. Attached to this web-
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page, you will find the PDF of our brochure. Our ACS staff will be teaching these courses which will go
from June 9-26t. This program will be offered Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 12 pm. Courses
will be offered if we have enough interest in them. Please sign up soon to reserve your spot!

Sun mer
Sclool

".0One man practicing sportsmanship is far better than a hundred teaching it." i Knute Rockne

Respectfully,

Yvette Brown
Academy Charter School Dean
browny(@academycharter.org

Dean Peters

Dear Families and Friends of ACS,

Happy Holidays...I mean Happy May Day! Only in Colorado can you have 80 degrees one day and snow
the next! Well I hope this wet weather won’t put a damper on the activities we have planned in the next
few weeks. Here’s a look at what is happening in the world of Middle School:

e 8 Grade Chi |l dr e n @sg stathdas Peék,tod dext wsit t& the hospital on Friday,
May 204, has been postponed due to a conflict with the hospital. Mrs. Rolle is trying to re-schedule for
the following Friday, May 9th. She is still trying to confirm this date and she or I will email you once
we have a definite date.

e 8t Grade Graduation Fundraiser: Friday, May 2nd, will be an extra dress down day where students
are encouraged to bring in a suggested donation of $2.00. Proceeds from the donation will go to our
8t orade graduation ceremony. We appreciate your support of the class of 2008 as your student will
sometime become an 8t grader!

e 8t grade Graduation Donations are due: If your student is an 8t grader, we would appreciate you
sending in your 8t grade graduation money by Friday, May 2nd, so we can finish planning out the fes-
tivities. If you are having difficulty with the suggested amount, please contact me so we can make ar-
rangements!

e STUCCO Dance: The student council is busy preparing for the last Middle School dance to be held
on Friday, May 16%, from 6:00-8:45. Please look in this newsletter for more details.

Last Virtue Assembly: Our last virtue assembly will be on Wednesday, May 215, at 2:50 in the Cafeteria.
I hope to see many of you this Friday night at the Spaghetti Dinner and Movie which is being held to bene-

fit Mrs. Brenda Knight. Thank you for all your support of ACS, our staff, and our students!

Kendra Peters
ACS Assistant Dean

petersk@academycharter.org
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Governing Board News

School Advisory Council

As mentioned a few weeks ago, the SAC has been working on various grant applications for different projects
at ACS. Many thanks to Ellen Neal-Eakin, Amy Wedeking, Robin Warnke and Tamaris Dortch for their time
spent looking into these grants. QAD Inc., where one of our parents works, offers yearly technology related
grants. We have submitted an application with the hopes of funding the next pieces in our technology plan. If
your employer or other organization you’re involved with sponsors a grant program, please let us know. We
will be happy to work with your contact to complete the application process! Please contact Kristen Wenaas at
kristen.wenaas@comcast.net with any information. Our last SAC meeting of the year will be May 14t from
5:00-7:00 in the school library!

Out-going members re-elected to board

Thanks to those who voted in our online election. Two positions were open, and parents Cindy Hazelhurst
and Cynthia Heikes, Governing Board members whose current terms end in June, were selected to fill those
spots. Congratulations to both!

Next meeting May 12th

The board meets next month on May 12, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the cafeteria, and a working session will
be held beforehand in the conference room at 5 p.m. We encourage all parents to attend one of these
meetings; you always find out something you didn’t know about ACS! Meetings are open to the pub-
lic. With only two board meetings left in this school year, time is running out to take part. We hope
to see you on the 12!

Volunteer Appreciation Week!

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! We appreciate all of the hard work that you have done for us
this past year. I hope you have had an opportunity to get a bookmark and a breakfast treat or a
cookie this week in the school lobby. Please know that we truly do appreciate all of you and the
contribution you make to our school. Please remember to pick up your bookmark as a small token
of our appreciation.

I would like to recognize the following families that have contributed over and above the usual
amount of volunteer time: Heikes family, Knight family and Watson family. Each of these families
have contributed over 200 hours of volunteer time—WOW!

Thanks again for “making a difference” at ACS!

Anne Belfrage
belfragea@academycharter.org
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P10 Corner

Schedule Items
May 2 — Spring Family Movie Night Benefit — See Fundraising for Details

May 16 — Teacher Breakfast — See Social for Details
May 21 — PTO Working Meeting — year-end wrap-up of old business

Special Announcements

Fundraising

ACS Math Curriculum — The PTO has committed to providing funding for a new Math Curriculum for the school. Funding for this
needs to come from Direct Donations and last year’s Parent Survey indicated strong support for Direct Donations as a preferred method
of fundraising. So far, the actual donations have been far below the funding needs in order to purchase the Math Curriculum.

The Math Curriculum is greatly needed, as the current curriculum is eight years old and is very disjointed both in cohesiveness for optimal
learning and retention, as well as from grade to grade. The school will be focusing strongly on the improvement of the Math Cutriculum
in the next school year, not only for the benefit of students, but also as a tool to aid the school in improving students’ performance on
CSAP exams.

Please contact Brandi Essegian at BEssegian(@aol.com to find out how you can contribute your much needed Direct Donation for the
benefit of our children and the school.

IMPORTANT! - Spring Family Movie Night & Friday, May 2nd. The PTO had originally planned to conduct this event. Due to the
sad circumstances involving the Knight Family, this event has been changed into a benefit evening with proceeds going to the Knight
family. The event is now being coordinated by the school’s Social Committee (not to be confused with the PTO Social Committee) and
the PTO will be supporting this event in other ways. Mrs. Knight has been such a valuable contributor to the ACS family that the PTO
strongly encourages you to attend this event. It sounds like it will be a lot of fun. Flyers went out in the last Friday Folder. Please com-
plete and return your flyer by this Friday, April 18%. For more information, please contact Heather Fortelka at fortel-
kah@academycharter.org.

Social
The next teacher breakfast will be Friday, May 16th. We appreciate all who volunteer to help. Look for sign up sheets on the PTO board
ot contact Allyson- allyson4d@h()tmail.C()m or Gina- momofbovzzz@comcast.net

Thank you to all that helped out for the Teacher Luncheon in April. We greatly appreciate all who stepped up to make the luncheons a
yummy success and the teachers really enjoyed the delicious food!

Thanks to the following: Diane Ampe, Shel Dammon, Cali Hanson, Allyson Lowe, Cori Ruth, Deanna Schmidt, Jenny Verberkmoes,
Darla Brooks, Deb Cappella, Kelly Brown, Julia Connor.

Thanks for your willingness to help out

Allyson Ford allyson4d@hotmail.com

Gina Ordunez momofbovzzz(@comcast.net

Knight Family Benefit

Please remember to come Friday Night to the Knight Family Benefit. We are having a spaghetti dinner,
carnival activities and a movie. We need to have an accurate number before we move ahead with some of
the plans. Brenda Knight recently lost her husband to cancer. She has been loving and supporting our
students, staff and parents here at ACS for many years. We now have an opportunity to support her! We
are looking forward to a night of fun and entertainment with all proceeds going to the Knight Fam-

ily. Thanks!
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Academy Kids Summer Program News

It’s never too soon to start thinking about summer and what your kids, as well as, your plans may include. The staff at Academy Kids is in
the planning stage of what we hope to be a new and improved summer program.

With new administration, (the Deans) and new ideas, we are looking forward to a fun filled and affordable schedule planned for this sum-
mer!

Here are just some of the ideas we are “cooking up™
Local field trips
Denver field trips

Crafts

Fun fitness activities

Special guests

And much more...

We would also like to have some input from the kids as well as parents on any activities you would be interested in participating in, so
please feel free to contact Sara Sanchez at any time with any ideas or requests you may have to make this a stellar summer for the kids.
Remember, parents are always welcome to join in too!

Keep a lookout for registration packets and calendars with daily schedules headed your way soon.

The staff at Academy Kids is really excited about these changes and new schedule we are planning. We look forward to a fun-filled sum-
mer with your kids!

Thank you,

Directors:
Dean Brown
Dean Peters

303-660-4881

Assistant to Directors:
Sara Sanchez

720-935-7044

Elitch Garden Tickets Available

Once again we are selling tickets for the 5t Annual D. C. School District Community Night at
Elitches. Tickets are $20.00 each (a savings of $15.00 per ticket) in the school office. Information on this
special night will be coming home in Friday folders tomorrow. This night is Friday, May 16%, from 5:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Everyone that attends this night will receive a free return ticket which can be
redeemed in September and October.

This event is not open to the general public and is set aside for Douglas County School Dis-
trict. Tickets are available in the school office during the school day or order tickets online at
www.ElitchGardens.com. Type DCSD into the “Enter Promo Here” box, and then click “GO” button
to proceed to payment page.

Enjoy an exciting night of rides, games and attractions in a world class theme park!
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Thank you to all the families that placed an order! Our Original Works orders have arrived and were delivered
to your child’s elementary classroom or middle school homeroom teacher on Monday, April 28th. If you
haven’t received your order, please check with your child’s teacher. Also, please open your order and check to

make sure it is satisfactory. We try to double check all orders and want to make sure you are pleased with the
products. If you find something that is not right, please contact me immediately.

A special thank you to Mrs. O6Shea, Mrs. Swisher,

Yyour help during the fundraiser! You are awesome!

Cindy Hazlehurst
ACS Original Works Coordinator
303-688-9134

Field Day 'T-Shirt Orders

i ) o Kindergarten-5t grade students will be patticipating in our ACS Olympic Field Day on

:if;?;,“ :

Tuesday, May 27. Each teacher will choose a t-shitt color for his/her class, and that class
will wear their special ACS Olympic T-Shirt on Field Day. The 6t grade students will be
running the events, and will have their own colored t-shirt as well.

T-shirt orders went home in last week’s Thursday folder. Shirts are $6.00 each. K-6t stu-
dents, parents and teachers are all encouraged to order them. T-SHIRT ORDERS ARE
DUE TOMORROW, FRIDAY, MAY 2! Last year, nearly everyone at Field Day was wear-

ing one, so don’t miss out!!!

Click here for the Field Day t-shirt order form

. r Academy Charter School

= B 1551 Prairie Hawk Dr.
Castle Rock, C 80109

Phone: 303-660-4881
Fax: 303-660-6385

|
We’re on the web!

Academycharter.org
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