
ACS   E-News 

Dear ACS Friends and Families, 

This week has been busy and eventful.  As you may have noticed, we have a new and improved web-

site!  Cindy Keeling, our network administrator, has been working hard to make this website more 

useful and easy to get around.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions or comments. 

On Tuesday evening, I attended the DCSD Board of Education Meeting along with the other charter 

school administrators and board members.  Gary Stueven and Teri Alpin presented to the Board our 

proposal to be included in the Mil Levy Override and Bond that will be on the November 2008 bal-

lot.  We were told that we needed to do another presentation at the April 15th meeting.  DCSD will 

be asking for 4 mils and $395,000 bond.  The seven DCSD Charter Schools feel because we repre-

sent 6% of the student population in Douglas County, we deserve a portion of the mil and bond.  

We asked for 5% of each which we feel is fair and equivalent to what the other neighborhood public 

schools receive. As we draw closer to a decision from this board, I will ask for your support and help 

to include us in these funding issues. 

Wednesday afternoon, Mike Nelson attended our school and talked to our elementary students about 
the weather and how he determines patterns and storms.  I hope you were able to watch the news to 
see our kids.  One of our Kindergartners made her first TV debut!  To view what Mike Nelson 
filmed, go to www.thedenverchannel.com and click on weather and then on Mikes kids Cam and 
choose ACS.  
The staff and I have been discussing the 2008/2009 school year.  Some of our staff will be taking 

some time off for personal and family reasons.  As positions opened up, many teachers decided to 

make changes.  I believe the changes will be great for next school year.  I will be announcing these 

staff changes in May as we finalize these decisions.  Also we will not announce student class lists 

until August 2008.  As a staff, we decided this gives us more time to place students with the appro-

priate teacher and classmates.  Many things can change during the summer and we want to make the 

best decisions for the students of ACS and their placement.  Thank you for your support as we try to 

make ACS the best school for your children. 

Accenture donated several cubicles to ACS this week.  I want to thank Mark and Kristen Wenaas for 

helping to organize and get these cubicles to us!  I plan to put a couple of the cubicles in the middle 

school area so that students can work in the hallways with less distraction. The other cubicles will go 

in our Learning Lab and possibly by our Elementary Science Room by the stairway. 

Our PTO continues to support ACS through your direct donations.  These direct donations will help 

us purchase a new math curriculum.  Currently we are piloting three math series-- Saxon, McGraw-

Hill, and Houghton Mifflin.  The ACS staff will analyze these curriculums and decide which one best 

suits the needs of our students. Our goal is to purchase this curriculum for the 2008/2009 school 

year if we have enough funds.  Thank you for your support of our PTO and our curriculum needs! 

Dean Brown 

Academy Charter School  
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Dean Peters 
Dear Families and Friends of ACS, 

Iõd like to thank all the parents who attended parent-teacher conferences last week.  I was especially im-

pressed with the number of parents who stopped by the gym to visit our specialsõ and middle school teach-

ers.  All of these teachers felt this parent-teacher conference was the best attended and would like to keep 

this type of venue for future conferences. 

Here are some important dates and events to keep in mind for the next few weeks: 

Spring Survey:  We would like to see all of our families participate in the survey as your feedback is 

important to us! 

Bully Assembly: Our next Bully Assembly will be held on Friday, April 11th.  Each grade level will be 

sharing their Community Service Project they worked on this year.  We are very excited to see what types 

of projects students and teachers choose for this project!  Deans List and Honor Roll Certificates will also 

be handed out during this assembly. 

Movie Night:  Our next middle school movie night will be held on Friday, April 11th from 5:00-8:00 pm.  
Please see the flyer later in the newsletter.  We do need chaperones for this event.  Please contact Mrs. 
Matlock or Ms. Hollister if you could assist! 
 
Donõt forget that Friday, April 25, is a regular school day for Middle School students only!  It is a K-5 test-

ing day. 

Thank you for all do to support ACS! 

'Some people see things as they are and ask 'why'? I see things as they have never been and ask 'why not'?' 

George Bernard Shaw 

 Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

As always, thank you for your support.  Parent support is key to the success of schools and this is apparent at ACS! 

òLive as though youôll die tomorrow. Learn as though youôll live forever." ïGandhi 

 

Respectfully, 

Yvette Brown 

Academy Charter School Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 

Support 

Dear ACS Family, 

Brenda Knight has been loving and supporting our students here at ACS for many wonderful years.  We now 

have a unique opportunity to support her.  Sadly, Brendaõs husband, Brad, is suffering from cancer and is in 

hospice care.  As you can imagine, medical bills can be staggering and are an unneeded burden during this diffi-

cult time.  The staff at ACS has started a fund to help support her financially.  If you are interested in donating 

to this fund you may contact the front office.  We know that you will join us in keeping Brenda and her family 

in your thoughts and prayers. 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
mailto:browny@academycharter.org
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Governing Board News 

Strategic Planning Committee to meet 

The Strategic Planning Committee will meet next Monday, April 7th,  at 4:10 in the ACS conference 

room. Discussion topics will include: 

MS Information Night  

Teacher Retention  

Land Issue with Town of Castle Rock 

 Any thoughts on the future of ACS are welcome to be discussed as well. Interested parents and staff members 

are encouraged to attend. 

 

Board seeking two new members  

Are you interested in volunteering at ACS in an entirely new way? Serving on the Governing Board may be just 

the thing for dedicated and involved parents. We have two three-year positions opening up on the board, be-

ginning with the 2008-2009 school year. You are encouraged to fill out an application, available now at the 

front office and due back next Friday, April 11. Elections will be held later in April. Contact any current board 

member (check the GB link on the ACS website) if you have questions or need more information about the 

Governing Board. 

 

Parent survey emailed home 

You can take the spring parent survey at home on your own computer now until Friday, April 11. It was 

emailed to ACS parents on Monday, March 31. If you did not receive a copy of the survey, please contact 

cdfheikes@msn.com. Remember, this is your opportunity to give comments and viewpoints about Academy 

Charter School in an anonymous way ð we urge all parents to participate! 

 

School Advisory Council 

Our next SAC meeting will be April 23rd where weõll be working on goals for next yearõs School Improvement 

Plan. Weõll also be looking at the School Advisory Councilõs goals for next year and planning our activities for 

the 2008/2009 school year. If youõre interested in what the SAC does, April is a great time to attend and see 

what the committee is all about! As always, snacks and babysitting will be available. A special thanks to this 

yearõs committee members ð Ellen Neal-Eakin, Robin Warnke, Tamaris Dortch, Brian Delimont, Randy Tan-

ner, Misty OõLeary and Dean Brown ð for their commitment to the SAC. ACS appreciates your time and in-

volvement! 

 

Next meeting 

Plan to attend the next general meeting on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 6 to 8 p.m. in the cafeteria. A working 

session has been set for 5:00 p.m. in the conference room before the general session. All meetings are open to 

the public. Remember, only a few board meetings remain this school year ð we hope parents and staff will at-

tend! 

mailto:cdfheikes@msn.com
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Schedule Items 
April 16 ð PTO General Mtg. ð 6PM ð ACS Cafeteria ð ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS ð See 

Special Announcements below 

April 19 ð Spring Yard Sale ð See Fundraising for Details 

May 2 ð  Spring Family Movie Night ð See Fundraising for Details 

 

Special Announcements 
Join the 2008-2009 PTO Board!  The PTO Board is now accepting nominations for all Board positions, 
which are open for nomination and election each year.  Elections for next years Board will be held at our 
April 16th General Meeting.  Please email Kassie Smith at Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net to inquire about 
a position or to learn more about what the PTO does.  To learn more about the overall functions of the 
ACS PTO Board, we encourage you to attend the PTOõs March General Meeting. 
To this point, the following have stepped forward for nomination: 
President ð Greg Polashock 
VP Fundraising ð Ed Guns 
VP Enrichment ð Emily Ragan and Brandi Essegian (co-VPs) 
VP Social ð Kassie Smith 
VP Communication ð Allyson Ford 
Secretary ð Susan Gadaken 
Treasurer ð Bryan Schaffer and Bonnie Buckley (co-Treasurers) 
School Advisory Council ð The PTO needs a volunteer to serve a one-year term on the SAC.  This indi-
vidual would act as a liaison between the SAC and the PTO.  This particular position is mandated by state 
requirement.  To learn more, or if you would be interested in serving on this council on behalf of the 
PTO, please contact Kassie Smith at Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net.  
 
Fundraising 
GOT VOLUNTEER HOURS?  No need to scramble to complete your volunteer hours!  The PTO is 
hosting two events where volunteers are desperately needed!  The first is an ACS multi-family yard sale; 
the second is our Spring Family Movie Night.  These will be held in mid-April and beginning of May, re-
spectively.  Please contact Brandi at BEssegian@aol.com if you would like to help.  The type of work we 
need may be done from home and on the weekends (evening and morning hours available). 

Spring Yard Sale ð April 19th - It's Time for Spring Cleaning!  Spring is springing and it's time to rid 
yourself of the clutter around the house!  The PTO is looking for donations for this multi-family yard sale, 
which can be dropped off after 6PM, Friday the 18th, in the ACS Cafeteria or Saturday morning, the 19th.  
All proceeds will go directly to the ACS PTO!  The PTO is in need of a few good women (and men) to 
help out that Friday evening and on Saturday in the morning.  Check the PTO Bulletin Board on the wall 
between the entrances to the Cafeteria and Gym to sign up to help.  For more information, please contact 
Brandi Essegian at BEssegian@aol.com.  Thank you for your support!! 

Spring Family Movie Night ð Friday, May 2nd.  More details to come. 

 
Social 
The next teacher breakfast will be this Friday, April 29th.  We appreciate all who volunteer to help.  Look 
for sign up sheets on the PTO board or contact Allyson- allyson4d@hotmail.com or Gina- momof-
boyzzz@comcast.net 

Thank you to all that helped out for the Teacher Luncheon last month, We really appreciate all who 
stepped up to make the luncheons a yummy success! The teachers really enjoyed the delicious food. 

Thanks to the following: Kindra Whitmyre, Brandi Butticaz, Brad Bushlack, Lecia Walker, Carrie Herren, 
Diane Ampe, Jayne Friesen, Shel Dammon, Krissy Moore, Joni Kitching, Barb Henderson, Adele Har-
bick, Nikki Shauerhammer, Cari Gillespie, Lisa Nicholadis, Sheri Scholz, Deb Colgin, Kathleen Montgom-
ery, Cali Hanson, Laura Stafford, Allyson Lowe, Nicole Yocom, Jill Gensler, Amy Kullander, Tracy Belk, 

PTO 

mailto:Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net
mailto:Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net
mailto:BEssegian@aol.com
mailto:BEssegian@aol.com
mailto:allyson4d@hotmail.com
mailto:momofboyzzz@comcast.net
mailto:momofboyzzz@comcast.net
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Pamela Shanuel, Kristin Sydney, Maggie Masters, Lorie DeBerard, Karla McCrimmon, Karen Davis, Cori Ruth, Jodi Kaylor, 
Deanna Schmidt, Cindy Solomon, Shannon Saviers, Kresta Lancaster, Janet Nelson, Ron Lee, Emily Ragan, Melissa Vanderbilt, 
Jenny Verberkmoes, Michelle Fisher, Kendra Lane. 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, 

Allyson Ford 

Gina Ordunez 

Weather Comes to ACS 

This week our Kindergarten through Fifth Grade had a visit from Mike Nelson of Channel 7.  Mike 

Nelson, as you may know, is the evening meteorologist and graciously visits many schools throughout 

the school year.  We were very grateful to have him come and speak to our students about weather.  

The students learned about some of the instruments he uses to predict the weather each day, as well as 

what inspired him to become a meteorologist.    They all enjoyed his visit and learned even more inter-

esting things about weather.  This was a great experience for all the students and teachers.  If you are 

interested in seeing the students as they waved to the òkid camó, go to the website 

www.thedenverchannel.com and click on weather.  Then click on kid cam to find our school. I am sure 

you will enjoy the clip! 

 

Mrs. Alice James 

ACS K-6 Science Teacher 

Volunteer News 

 Spring is finally here!  I see lots of parents volunteering around the school and we are grateful for your participation.  Please 
remember to log all of your volunteer hours.  If you are in need of hours, please check the newsletter for the special projects the PTO is 
doing that they need volunteers to help them.  I also am looking for a volunteer to help with the Spring Pictures next Wednesday.  Let me 
know if you would like to help. 

 The ACS staff really enjoyed the delicious lunches that were provided during parent-teacher conferences.  Thanks to all the vol-
unteers that helped with these great lunches.  Again, please remember to log your hours if you 
participated in this event. 

 

 Remember, one person can make a difference! 

 

 Anne Belfrage 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Adult Human Bean Award 

Ed Guns was caught being a òHuman Beanó this week by doing the following:During morning carpool, after drop-

ping off his won child, he helped another parent by picking up her toddler and walking back into the school so she 

could carry her other child who was crying. 

http://www.thedenverchannel.com
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ORIGINAL WORKS ORDERS ARE DUE THIS FRIDAY, APRIL 4 TH ! 

 

Weõd like to thank all our artists for the wonderful artwork they created!  Orders are due this Friday, 
April 4th.   Please complete the order form, enclose cash or checks made payable to ACS, your childõs 
artwork and bring it to the front office by this Friday, April 4th.   Original Works will ship our products 
mid April and we will have them in plenty of time for Motherõs Day. 

 

Elementary School Parents - Packets containing your childõs artwork, an Original Works brochure and 
order form were sent home in Friday Folders right before Spring Break.  If you are missing your packets, 
please contact your childõs teacher. 

 

Middle School Parents - Packets containing your childõs artwork, an Original Works brochure and or-
der form were given to your childõs homeroom teacher and sent home on Thursday, March 13th.  Please 
check with your student to ensure they brought it home. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions and thank you for supporting the art department! 

 

Cindy Hazlehurst 

ACS Original Works Coordinator 

303-688-9134 

Original Art Works 

Skow Photography will be here on Wednesday, April 9th, to take group class pictures and individual 
pictures.  Students may wear clothes of their selection for these Spring pictures but they need to have 
their uniforms on for the group pictures.  Look for an order envelope and information coming home in 
Friday folders this week. 

Spring Picture Day 

1551 Prairie Hawkr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

Weõre on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Academy Charter School  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT  

FRIDAY, APRIL 11   

5:00 PM ï 8:00 PM  

Where: acs gym  

Movie Choices (voting this week)  

My big fat greek wedding  

The Pacifier  

Food:    

Subway subs  $1.75 - $2.00  

Chips  $.75  

Soda    $.50 (limit of 2)  

Bottled water  $1.00  

Admission:  

$1.00 and student id  

ACS Middle School students -only.  

Parents must pick up students by 8:15 P.m.  
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 Middle School Honor Roll 

Sixth Grade 
Karlie DeBerard 

Lauren Farmer 

Kevin Flynn 

Braydan Isaac 

Sarah Knaub 

Sidney Martinez 

Hayden Nicholaides 

Austin Pitchford 

Emalee Poellot 

Hannah Russell 

Caitlin Ruth 

Brianne Walker 

Mikaela Zak 

Seventh Grade 
MacKenzie Chackman 

Robert Cooper 

Alexander Czizik 

Abigail Freeman 

Jenna Glaves 

Nicholas Haneke 

Brianna Hopp 

Ellis Kelly 

Theodore Polashock 

Kelly Runyan 

Michaela Silverston 

Noah Simpson 

Eighth Grade 
Bejan Akhavan 

Maddison Amiot 

Connor Flynn 

Brenna Hill 

Synneva Knopp 

Ryan Krum 

Maya Schuster 

Nicolas Van Kooten 

Lindsey Willis 
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 Middle School Deanõs List 

Sixth Grade 
Janna Allen 

Hunter Arnell 

Kayley Brown 

Meagan Butera 

Caitlin Carpenter 

Nathaniel Chadwick 

Clarke Cooper 

Brandon Ellis 

Jessica Farra 

Kory Gonzales 

Marianna Haneke 

Karissa Kelly  

Grace Kennedy  

Kaeleen Knopp  

Jessa Marsh  

Michael McNeill  

Mackenzie Mitchell  

Joshua Murphy  

Justin Pearson  

Madison Schaffer  

Sheridan Silla 

Seventh Grade 
Kaeden Bauman-McKinney 

Brandon Belk 

Morgan Colander 

Wacey Connor 

Joshua Croasdell 

Mia Dortch 

Will Heikes 

Anisha Holmes 

Sean Hughey 

Taylor Murphy 

Courtney Searle 

Nicole Tenn 

Dominic Unruh 

Jensen Vann 

Hope Whitworth 

Eighth Grade 
Cassandra Anguiano 

Jacob Croasdell  

Kendall Einhorn 

Krystal Henry  

Dalen Medina  

Bryce Sidney  


