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Dear ACS Friends and Families, 

 

This week has been fun and crazy with our Spirit Week.  We’ve seen the kids in their pajamas, favor-

ite sports wear, crazy hair, and twin wear.  The kids and teachers have been having fun with this 

week but are also ready for Spring Break. 

 

On Tuesday evening, our Kindergartners and 1st graders put on their Spring Performance.  They did 

a great job and were very cute.  I was asking one of the Kindergartners about what happened to his 

“crazy hair”.  He told me that his mom “made” him take a bath because of the performance but he 

really wanted to keep his hair in a Mohawk.  I guess next year we will have to have a better plan for 

timing performances and crazy hair days!  J 

 

I want to thank Mr. Ross, our Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers for the all of their efforts in mak-

ing this performance fantastic.  It was obvious how well our students are doing with music, rhythm, 

and beat. 

 

At the Governing Board Meeting on Monday, it was suggested that I let parents know which teach-

ers have been given our special parking spaces.  Each month I assign a parking space to five staff 

members for their hard work and dedication to ACS. This month the following staff members will 

be parking in our Employee of the Month spaces:  Cindy Keeling, Kimberly Runyan, Lauren Galla-

gher, Wendy Hollister, and Sue Parks.  We have so many wonderful teachers and staff at ACS that it 

is difficult to choose just five! 

 

Our 2008/2009 school calendar was also approved at Monday’s meeting.  It will be on our website 

for you to review.  We tried to keep it closely aligned to Douglas County School District but there 

are some exceptions.  Our Teacher Work days are a little different.  Our teachers felt they needed to 

spread these work days out throughout the school year.  For instance the May 1st Inservice Day, the 

teachers felt that day would allow them to have discussions about placement of kids for the next 

school year.  Please also be mindful that elementary hours are different than middle school as deter-

mined by the state.  We need 990 hours for elementary and 1080 for middle school.  These are in-

structional hours so recess, passing times, lunch etc. do not count toward our required hours.  So 

elementary has some testing days that middle school does not.  Due to the Colorado Basic Literacy 

Act (CBLA), we are required to assess elementary students three times a year.  This is why we have 

included three testing days for elementary students! We also padded the hours a little bit in case of 

snow days.  A team of teachers helped create this calendar.  We also had input from your parent sur-

veys and input from SAC members.  We are listening to your suggestions and input! 

Dean Brown 

Academy Charter School 

March 13, 2008 
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Dear Families and Friends of ACS, 

It’s hard to believe that Spring Break is here!  I know the staff and students have really poured out their 

“Eagle Pride” this week with our Annual ACS Spirit Week!  I saw many creative outfits and of course 

“Crazy Hair!” 

Here are some important dates to keep on the calendar for the next few weeks: 

VIRTUE ASSEMBLY: The next virtue assembly will be held on Wednesday, March 26th.  The elemen-

tary assembly will be at 8:50 and the Middle School assembly will be held at 2:50 in the cafeteria.  This 

month’s virtue is Faithfulness.  Please be sure to talk to your student what it means to be faithful and 

how they can apply this to their school work. 

 PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES: Parent-Teacher conferences will be held next month on 

Thursday, March 27th, from 1:40-8:00 and on Friday, March 28th from 1:40-4:00. Please note that 

middle school and specials’ teachers will all be taking a dinner break from 5:00-6:00 on Thursday.  The 

middle school teachers along with our specials' teachers will be available in the gym to visit with 

you.  Parents can pick up their student's report card in the lobby prior to going into the gym to visit 

with the middle school and specials' teachers.  From the parent survey last fall, it was determined that 

parents enjoyed the "arena" conferencing we offered in the gym.  For this spring session, we are not 

scheduling appointments for conferences.  When you are meeting with teachers, please keep your visit-

ing time to 20 minutes so that all parents can get to their student's teachers.   

8th GRADE GRADUATION COMMITTEE: Dean Brown and I met with a nice group of 8th grade 

parents who are interested in being a part of the 8th grade graduation committee for 2008!  Our next 

meeting will be Monday, March 24th at 3:00 p.m. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful and relaxing Spring Break!  As always, thank you for all you do to support 
ACS! 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

 

I hope you have a wonderful spring break.  If you are travelling, I wish you safe and timely travel.  If 

you are staying in Colorado, I wish you wonderful skiing opportunities and beautiful Colorado sun-

shine.  See you in a week! 

“Each day comes bearing its own gifts. Untie the ribbons." –Ruth Ann Schabacker 

Respectfully, 

Yvette Brown 

Academy Charter School Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 
 
CSAP Released Items 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/released_items.html 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
mailto:browny@academycharter.org
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/released_items.html
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Governing Board News 

Meeting highlights 

The larger than normal turnout at Monday’s Governing Board meeting was due to parent con-

cern about the survey sent home from Springboard, the afterschool care/enrichment program. 

Parents currently in the ACS aftercare program indicated that the relatively high cost of Spring-

board makes it unrealistic for many of them. However, this was just an exploratory survey and 

no decisions have been made. The surveys regarding Springboard’s plan are due back to ACS 

today, and will be reviewed by the administration. Any decision regarding changing the after-

school program would be put to a vote of the parent community. 

 

Deans’ report 

CSAPs are now over, and ACS celebrated Spirit Week this week! The revised ACS 2008-2009 

school calendar was presented, voted on, and approved. All seven Douglas County charter 

schools are in the process of banding together. Their goal is to encourage the District to include 

charters in the next bond and mil levy election. Parent–Teacher conferences will take place after 

spring break. ACS staff members will soon be exploring new math curriculums and looking to 

update in this area. Our current program is 8 years old. Finally, a list of approximately 45-50 par-

ents with no volunteer hours thus far this school year was presented. Parents are reminded of 

their 20 hour volunteer commitment at ACS, and are urged to record these hours as soon as 

possible. 

 

School Advisory Council 

The SAC is getting ready for their next meeting on March 26th from 5:00-7:00 in the school li-

brary. Curriculum updates, including plans for a new math curriculum, will be the topic. We’ll 

also hear an update on staff resources and school funding. Babysitting and snacks will be pro-

vided. We hope to see you there! 

 

Homeschool report 

Director Elizabeth Lawson invited board members to visit all three off-campus sites, as Dean 

Brown did earlier this year. She expects homeschool enrollment for next year to exceed this 

year’s numbers. The program is looking to update their materials and wants to purchase new 

science and Spanish books and resources, as most of their information is at least 8 years old. 

Money has been set aside in the ACS budget for these materials and the board approved the ex-

penditure. 

 

Committee Reports 

Operations – none at this time 

Strategic Planning - hopes to meet next month, and explore visions for the future of 

ACS. Watch for a meeting announcement. 

Communications 

Complete your spring surveys after the break! We will be administering the parent sur-

vey after Spring Break. You may take it one of two ways: 1) during parent-teacher confer-

ences in the elementary computer lab, for those wishing to complete it at school, or 2) via 

email to all others the following week to complete in the privacy of their own home. Com-
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Schedule Items 

March 27-28 – Teacher Lunch – See Social for details 

April 3 – May 8 – Academy of Art – See Enrichment for details 

April 16 – PTO General Mtg. – 6PM – ACS Cafeteria – ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS – 
See Special Announcements below 

April 19 – Spring Yard Sale – See Fundraising for Details 
May 2 –  Spring Family Movie Night – See Fundraising for Details 

 

Special Announcements 
Join the 2008-2009 PTO Board!  The PTO Board is now accepting nominations for all Board positions, 
which are open for nomination and election each year.  Elections for next year’s Board will be held at our 
April 16th General Meeting.  Please email Kassie Smith at Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net to inquire about 
a position or to learn more about what the PTO does.  To learn more about the overall functions of the 
ACS PTO Board, we encourage you to attend the PTO’s March General Meeting. 
Fundraising 
GOT VOLUNTEER HOURS?  No need to scramble to complete your volunteer hours!  The PTO is 
hosting two events where volunteers are desperately needed!  The first is an ACS multi-family yard sale; 
the second is our Spring Family Movie Night.  These will be held in mid-April and beginning of May, re-
spectively.  Please contact Brandi at BEssegian@aol.com if you would like to help.  The type of work we 
need may be done from home and on the weekends (evening and morning hours available). 

 
Spring Yard Sale – April 19th - It's Time for Spring Cleaning!  Spring is springing and it's time to rid 
yourself of the clutter around the house!  The PTO is looking for donations for this multi-family yard sale, 
which can be dropped off after 6 P.M., Friday the 18th, in the ACS Cafeteria or Saturday morning, the 
19th.  All proceeds will go directly to the ACS PTO!  The PTO is in need of a few good women (and 
men) to help out that Friday evening and on Saturday in the morning.  Check the PTO Bulletin Board on 
the wall between the entrances to the Cafeteria and Gym to sign up to help.  For more information, please 
contact Brandi Essegian at BEssegian@aol.com.  Thank you for your support!! 

PTO 

pleting a survey is one of the easiest ways to give feedback and opinions about Academy Charter School 

– we highly encourage you to participate! 

 

Board elections coming up in April. The board will have openings for two three-year positions, begin-

ning with the 2008-2009 school year. This is a great opportunity to be involved at ACS and serve your 

school in an entirely different way! Applications are available now from the front office and are due back 

mid-April. Board elections will be held in April.  

 

Policy – a minor change was made to the wait list policy and it has been incorporated into the Parent 

Handbook/Policy and Procedures Manual. 

 

Next meeting 

Our next general meeting has been set for April 14, 2008 at 6 to 8 p.m. in the cafeteria. A working session will 

be held prior to the general meeting at 5:00 p.m. in the conference room. All meetings are open to the public – 

parents and staff members are invited to attend. For a simple way to earn more volunteer hours, plan on at-

tending! 

mailto:Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net
mailto:BEssegian@aol.com
mailto:BEssegian@aol.com


1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Academy Charter School 
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                Spring is coming and we are so glad!  I would like to thank all of the wonderful parents who 
sent in snacks for our middle school students for their CSAP tests.  We had plenty of snacks for the 
students and we appreciate your kind donations.  I’m sure you know that everyone in the building is 
glad that we finished our CSAP testing week. 

 

                The PTO is looking for volunteers to help provide lunch during parent teacher conferences 
on March 27th and March 28th.  You may contact Allyson Ford at 720-344-0105 for more details.  There 
are sign up sheets on the PTO bulletin board for both days.  This is an easy way to log some more vol-
unteer time! 

 

                Thanks again for making a difference at ACS.  Enjoy your spring break with your family and 
friends! 

 

                Anne Belfrage 

                belfragea@academycharter.org 

Volunteer News 

 
Spring Family Movie Night – Friday, May 2nd.  More details to come. 

 
Direct Donations – The PTO Board wishes to encourage your participation in Direct Donations.  Based upon survey responses 
from last year, Direct Donations were projected to be a major success for our ACS community.  Actual Donations are currently 
well under projections and the PTO is currently over budget as a consequence.  Please contact Brandi Essegian at 
BEssegian@aol.com to find out how to complete your donation. 

Enrichment 
Academy of Art – This exciting Enrichment activity will run from April 3rd through May 8th.  Students will experience a wide 
variety of Art subjects. Academy of Art will run on Thursdays from April 3rd through May 8th in the elementary science room.  
The registration deadline is March 24 and it is $85 per student.  Please check your child’s Friday Folder for more information. For 
more information, please contact Julie Harkin: toddpaco@aol.com or Emily Ragan: ceragan1@msn.com.   

 
Social 
The next teacher luncheons will be March 27-28th during Parent/Teacher Conferences.  We appreciate all who volunteer to help.  
Look for sign up sheets on the PTO board or contact Allyson Ford - allyson4d@hotmail.com. 

mailto:belfragea@academycharter.org
mailto:BEssegian@aol.com
mailto:toddpaco@aol.com
mailto:ceragan1@msn.com
mailto:allyson4d@hotmail.com



