
ACS   E-News 

Dear ACS Friends and Families, 

 

This week has been fun and crazy with our Spirit Week.  Weõve seen the kids in their pajamas, favor-

ite sports wear, crazy hair, and twin wear.  The kids and teachers have been having fun with this 

week but are also ready for Spring Break. 

 

On Tuesday evening, our Kindergartners and 1st graders put on their Spring Performance.  They did 

a great job and were very cute.  I was asking one of the Kindergartners about what happened to his 

òcrazy hairó.  He told me that his mom òmadeó him take a bath because of the performance but he 

really wanted to keep his hair in a Mohawk.  I guess next year we will have to have a better plan for 

timing performances and crazy hair days!  J 

 

I want to thank Mr. Ross, our Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers for the all of their efforts in mak-

ing this performance fantastic.  It was obvious how well our students are doing with music, rhythm, 

and beat. 

 

At the Governing Board Meeting on Monday, it was suggested that I let parents know which teach-

ers have been given our special parking spaces.  Each month I assign a parking space to five staff 

members for their hard work and dedication to ACS. This month the following staff members will 

be parking in our Employee of the Month spaces:  Cindy Keeling, Kimberly Runyan, Lauren Galla-

gher, Wendy Hollister, and Sue Parks.  We have so many wonderful teachers and staff at ACS that it 

is difficult to choose just five! 

 

Our 2008/2009 school calendar was also approved at Mondayõs meeting.  It will be on our website 

for you to review.  We tried to keep it closely aligned to Douglas County School District but there 

are some exceptions.  Our Teacher Work days are a little different.  Our teachers felt they needed to 

spread these work days out throughout the school year.  For instance the May 1st Inservice Day, the 

teachers felt that day would allow them to have discussions about placement of kids for the next 

school year.  Please also be mindful that elementary hours are different than middle school as deter-

mined by the state.  We need 990 hours for elementary and 1080 for middle school.  These are in-

structional hours so recess, passing times, lunch etc. do not count toward our required hours.  So 

elementary has some testing days that middle school does not.  Due to the Colorado Basic Literacy 

Act (CBLA), we are required to assess elementary students three times a year.  This is why we have 

included three testing days for elementary students! We also padded the hours a little bit in case of 

snow days.  A team of teachers helped create this calendar.  We also had input from your parent sur-

veys and input from SAC members.  We are listening to your suggestions and input! 

Dean Brown 

Academy Charter School  

March 13, 2008  
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Dear Families and Friends of ACS, 

Itõs hard to believe that Spring Break is here!  I know the staff and students have really poured out their 

òEagle Prideó this week with our Annual ACS Spirit Week!  I saw many creative outfits and of course 

òCrazy Hair!ó 

Here are some important dates to keep on the calendar for the next few weeks: 

VIRTUE ASSEMBLY: The next virtue assembly will be held on Wednesday, March 26th.  The elemen-

tary assembly will be at 8:50 and the Middle School assembly will be held at 2:50 in the cafeteria.  This 

monthõs virtue is Faithfulness.  Please be sure to talk to your student what it means to be faithful and 

how they can apply this to their school work. 

 PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES: Parent-Teacher conferences will be held next month on 

Thursday, March 27th, from 1:40-8:00 and on Friday, March 28th from 1:40-4:00. Please note that 

middle school and specialsõ teachers will all be taking a dinner break from 5:00-6:00 on Thursday.  The 

middle school teachers along with our specials' teachers will be available in the gym to visit with 

you.  Parents can pick up their student's report card in the lobby prior to going into the gym to visit 

with the middle school and specials' teachers.  From the parent survey last fall, it was determined that 

parents enjoyed the "arena" conferencing we offered in the gym.  For this spring session, we are not 

scheduling appointments for conferences.  When you are meeting with teachers, please keep your visit-

ing time to 20 minutes so that all parents can get to their student's teachers.   

8th GRADE GRADUATION COMMITTEE: Dean Brown and I met with a nice group of 8th grade 

parents who are interested in being a part of the 8th grade graduation committee for 2008!  Our next 

meeting will be Monday, March 24th at 3:00 p.m. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful and relaxing Spring Break!  As always, thank you for all you do to support 
ACS! 

Kendra Peters 

ACS Assistant Dean 

petersk@academycharter.org 

 

I hope you have a wonderful spring break.  If you are travelling, I wish you safe and timely travel.  If 

you are staying in Colorado, I wish you wonderful skiing opportunities and beautiful Colorado sun-

shine.  See you in a week! 

òEach day comes bearing its own gifts. Untie the ribbons." ïRuth Ann Schabacker 

Respectfully, 

Yvette Brown 

Academy Charter School Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 
 
CSAP Released Items 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/released_items.html 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
mailto:browny@academycharter.org
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/released_items.html
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Governing Board News 

Meeting highlights 

The larger than normal turnout at Mondayõs Governing Board meeting was due to parent con-

cern about the survey sent home from Springboard, the afterschool care/enrichment program. 

Parents currently in the ACS aftercare program indicated that the relatively high cost of Spring-

board makes it unrealistic for many of them. However, this was just an exploratory survey and 

no decisions have been made. The surveys regarding Springboardõs plan are due back to ACS 

today, and will be reviewed by the administration. Any decision regarding changing the after-

school program would be put to a vote of the parent community. 

 

�'�H�D�Q�V�·���U�H�S�R�U�W 

CSAPs are now over, and ACS celebrated Spirit Week this week! The revised ACS 2008-2009 

school calendar was presented, voted on, and approved. All seven Douglas County charter 

schools are in the process of banding together. Their goal is to encourage the District to include 

charters in the next bond and mil levy election. ParentðTeacher conferences will take place after 

spring break. ACS staff members will soon be exploring new math curriculums and looking to 

update in this area. Our current program is 8 years old. Finally, a list of approximately 45-50 par-

ents with no volunteer hours thus far this school year was presented. Parents are reminded of 

their 20 hour volunteer commitment at ACS, and are urged to record these hours as soon as 

possible. 

 

School Advisory Council 

The SAC is getting ready for their next meeting on March 26th from 5:00-7:00 in the school li-

brary. Curriculum updates, including plans for a new math curriculum, will be the topic. Weõll 

also hear an update on staff resources and school funding. Babysitting and snacks will be pro-

vided. We hope to see you there! 

 

Homeschool report 

Director Elizabeth Lawson invited board members to visit all three off-campus sites, as Dean 

Brown did earlier this year. She expects homeschool enrollment for next year to exceed this 

yearõs numbers. The program is looking to update their materials and wants to purchase new 

science and Spanish books and resources, as most of their information is at least 8 years old. 

Money has been set aside in the ACS budget for these materials and the board approved the ex-

penditure. 

 

Committee Reports 

Operations ð none at this time 

Strategic Planning - hopes to meet next month, and explore visions for the future of 

ACS. Watch for a meeting announcement. 

Communications 

Complete your spring surveys after the break! We will be administering the parent sur-

vey after Spring Break. You may take it one of two ways: 1) during parent-teacher confer-

ences in the elementary computer lab, for those wishing to complete it at school, or 2) via 

email to all others the following week to complete in the privacy of their own home. Com-


