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Dear ACS Friends and Families, 

On Monday, several of our students were able to show off their musical ability at Rock Canyon High 

School.  Paige Fisher, Allison Hedeen, Alexa Loehner, Kaitlyn Smith, Benji Cappella, Mattison De-

Garmo, Sierra Masters, and Monica Helvey joined other schools from DCSD in this concert. Thank 

you, Stephanie Sowter, for organizing and encouraging our students’ musical abilities. 

We also have some talented artists in our midst at ACS.   Noah Simpson, Josh Croasdell, and Brett 

Wallace will have their artwork showcased at the Wildlife Ex-

perience on February 13th from 5:00-6:30.  Thank you, Judy 

Huskins, for submitting this art and teaching our students to 

love art. 

Our 3rd graders took the Reading portion of the CSAP this 

week.  The 3rd grade teachers and their students felt they did a 

great job and gave their best efforts.  The new language arts curriculum taught by our wonderful 

teachers had an impact on these assessments and the teachers felt the students came to the tests bet-

ter prepared.  Thank you, parents, for supporting PTO and allowing us to buy this new curriculum! 

The rest of the CSAP exams will be given during the week of March 3rd. After much discussion with 

the staff and reading over the parent surveys, it was decided to give these assessments in one week 

instead of dragging them into two weeks.  Children in grades 3 through 8 will take these tests.  3rd 

graders will take Math and Writing, 4th, 6th, and 7th graders will take Reading, Writing, and Math, and 

5th and 8th graders will take Reading Writing, Math, and Science.  More information will be sent out 

as we get closer to March. 

On behalf of the ACS staff and myself, I would like to thank you for your support and belief in our 

school.  As we pursue excellence in teaching and learning, our teachers and staff continue to evaluate 

themselves, the curriculum, and our process. Your input and participation at ACS is always welcome 

and encouraged. 

 “Human beings, by changing the inner attitudes of their minds, can change the outer as-

pects of their lives." -William James 

Respectfully, 

Yvette Brown 

Academy Charter School Dean 

browny@academycharter.org 
 
CSAP Released Items 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/released_items.html 
 
Core Knowledge 
Students don't learn from rote memorization of isolated facts. Is your curriculum merely a 
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CSAP is coming Soon! 

Dean Peters 

bunch of facts, ignoring the development of critical thinking skills?  
Those who think that the only way to teach specific content is through rote memorization would be astonished to observe the many 
imaginative, resourceful, and creative ways that teachers in Core Knowledge schools have found to engage their students in active learn-
ing of important knowledge: through dramatizations, art projects, writing workshops, collaborative learning groups, research projects, etc. 
Yes, children may occasionally memorize a poem or the Preamble to the Constitution—but these are valid learning experiences, which, in 
fact, children enjoy, and from which they get a sense of pride and achievement.  
Behind the outcry against "rote memorization" lies a deep prejudice — a prejudice against fact. Many educators object to any curriculum 
that says, for example, that children should learn the seven continents, because that is "mere fact." To teach facts, they say, is to reduce 
education to "Trivial Pursuit." Granted, some facts are trivial. Who starred in "Car 54 Where Are You?" That's trivial. But, who was Dred 
Scott and what was the significance of the Supreme Court's Dred Scott decision? That's worth knowing: it gives you insight into the 
causes of the Civil War as well as historical perspective on race relations in the United States.  
No one wants schools to think of curriculum solely in terms of facts. We also want — and students need — opportunities to use the 
facts, to apply them, question them, discuss them, doubt them, connect them, analyze them, verify or deny them, solve problems with 
them. All these activities, however, rely upon having some facts to work with. Without factual knowledge about an issue or problem, you 
can't think critically about it — you can only have an uninformed opinion.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dear Families and Friends of ACS, 

 

We’re staying busy here at ACS and we have some important news to share, several reminders of 
upcoming events as well as some reminders regarding ACS policies. 

 

Middle School-Long-term Substitute: 

Mrs. Lindburg’s baby decided to make an early arrival to the ACS family. Fortunately, we were able 
to conduct our interviews and have secured a long-term substitute who will be starting this Friday, 2-
8-08.  She will be “shadowing” Mrs. Hotzfield, this Friday, and Monday and Tuesday of next week, 
in order to get the flow of our 6th grade classrooms.  Ms. Nancy Sparks will then begin teaching in 
Mrs. Lindburg’s classroom on Wednesday, 2-13-08.  We want to thank Kendra Landrey for substi-
tuting this past week and into next week, while we get Ms. Sparks ready for her time here! 

 

CSAP Testing window dates:  

3-8 CSAP testing window is from March 4-14 and March24-April 4th.  We have spent time talk-
ing with our teachers and we agreed that the number of actual testing days should be cut down 
for CSAP.  Please see Dean Brown’s article which specifies the dates for CSAP year.  Our goal 
is to use the last week before Spring Break in order to conduct any make-up tests before we 
leave rather than when we come back. 

Please remember to avoid scheduling appointments during the timeframes listed in Dean 
Brown’s article.   It is very important to have all students here on testing days.  We hope by 
providing this advance notice, it will assist you in scheduling appointments and extending vaca-
tion plans around these times, especially the first two weeks of March.  We would greatly appre-



Middle School Dance 

February 22nd! 

ciate this! 

 

Morning Student Drop-Off and Student Pick-
Up: 

Dean Brown has asked me to remind the ACS 
community that students are not to be dropped off 
in the morning prior to 8:05 a.m. We have been 
having increasing numbers of students being 
dropped off prior to this time.  Per the policy 
handbook, any student(s) who are dropped off 
before this time will be sent to Academy Kids and 
will be charged accordingly.  Carpool in the after-
noon officially ends at 4:00 p.m.  Students not 
picked up by this time will be sent to the cafeteria.  
If they are not received by their parents by 4:05 
p.m.,  they will also be placed into Academy Kids 
and a fee will be charged accordingly.  This is spe-
cifically outlined on the Parent Contract which all 
parents signed at the beginning of the year.  Our 
staff hours are from 8-4 and we need your assis-
tance in being sure students are dropped off and 
picked up at the correct times.  We appreciate your 
attention to this matter. 

 

Here are a few of the activities that are scheduled 
for February- 

Bully Assembly: Our next Bully assembly will 
be held on Friday, February 8th.  The elemen-
tary students will be held at 9:00-9:20 grades 3
-5; 9:40-10:00 K-2; MS 2:50-3:10. 

Middle School Dance:  The next Middle 
School Dance is scheduled for Friday, Febru-
ary 22nd, in the ACS gym.  There is more in-
formation regarding this later in the newslet-
ter. 

Donations for the Computer Lab: Mrs. 
Gordon, our MS computer teacher, has asked 
me to let you know that she is desperately in 
need of some items for the lab.  These items 
are consumable in nature such as mini video 
cassettes, DVR-RW with jewel cases, digital 
camera cables, and a few other items.  If you 
could assist Mrs. Gordon in obtaining some 
of these items, please contact her directly as 
there is specific information she needs to tell 
you regarding them. 

 

Thank you for all your support of ACS, our staff 
and our students! 

 

Kendra Peters 
ACS Assistant Dean 
petersk@academycharter.org 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Governing Board News 

Governing Board News – February 7, 2008 
 

Next board meeting 

The next general meeting will be held next Monday, Feb-

ruary 11, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the school’s cafe-

teria. To view the meeting agenda, please click here. All 

interested parents and staff are welcome to attend. Our 

next working session is set for Wednesday, February 27. 

 

School Advisory Council 

At our monthly SAC meeting in January, we heard an up-

date on how the McGraw Hill curriculum is being used. In 

addition, we discussed the new homework policy, the 

charter renewal process and upcoming CSAP testing 

among other topics. Thanks to Mr. Delimont, our SAC 

teacher representative, and Dean Brown for their time and 

the valuable information! Our next meeting is February 

13th from 5:00-7:00 in the school library. 

mailto:petersk@academycharter.org
http://www.academycharter.org/board_minutes/agenda/ACS%20Governing%20Board%20Agenda%20-%20Regular%20February%202008.pdf


 

Science Matters 

Schedule Items 
 

February 5 – Science Matters begins – See Enrichment, below, for details 

February  19 – PTO Working Mtg. – 6PM – ACS Library 
 
Special Announcements 
The PTO Board is now accepting nominations for 2008-2009 school-year.  Elections for next 
years Board will be held at our April General Meeting.  Please email Kassie Smith at Kassie-
ACSPTO@comcast.net to learn more about what the PTO does and the responsibilities of a par-
ticular position.  All Board positions are open for nomination and election.  To learn more about 
the overall functions of the ACS PTO Board, we encourage you to attend the PTO’s March Gen-
eral Meeting. 
 
Enrichment 
THE PTO will be sponsoring several enrichment opportunities in the second semester of the 
2007-08 school year.   

Science Matters –Don't miss out on Pop,Bang,Fizz!  Make a slushie treat, create a fizzy bath 
bomb and design your own bubblearium!  Classes will be Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 beginning 
2/05.  The price is $83.  Register online at www.sciencematters.tv . 

Golf - We are looking into Golf Enrichment to take place around mid-April through May, and 
should have the details in February.  

For more information on these programs, please contact Julie Harkin: toddpaco@aol.com or 
Emily Ragan: ceragan1@msn.com.   
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PTO News 

1551 Prairie Hawk Dr. 

Castle Rock, Co 80109 

 

Phone: 303-660-4881 

Fax: 303-660-6385 
 

We’re on the web! 

Academycharter.org 

Academy Charter School 

mailto:Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net
mailto:Kassie-ACSPTO@comcast.net
http://webmail.advancedaccess.com/express/imap4.asp?action=showmessage&folder=INBOX&msgid=507186177##
mailto:toddpaco@aol.com
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Flu season is here and the cold weather is not helping! The flu can range from a mild to a severe illness, and can even lead to death. For-
tunately, most people who get the flu will recover in one to two weeks. 

 

Influenza, commonly referred to as the flu, is a contagious disease that is caused by the influenza virus.  It attacks the respiratory tract 
(nose, throat and lungs).  Influenza usually comes on suddenly and may include these symptoms:  fever (usually high), headache, tiredness 
(can be extreme), dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, and muscle aches. The flu and the common cold have similar symptoms, 
but in general the flu is worse.  People with colds are more likely to have a runny or stuffy nose. 

 

The flu is spread when a person who has the virus coughs, sneezes or otherwise sends the flu virus into the air.  The virus enters the nose, 
throat or lungs of a person and begins to multiply, causing the other person to become ill.  It may also be spread when an infected person 
touches a surface and then another person touches that surface and then their own nose, mouth or eyes. Some viruses can live up to 2 
hours on surfaces such as doorknobs and tables. 

 

A person can spread the flu starting one day before he or she feels sick.  People can continue to pass the flu virus to others for up to 
seven days after symptoms occur and sometimes even longer.  Symptomatic children should not attend school. To help decrease the 
spread of the flu, please keep your student home from school if he/she has a fever or has had a fever in the past 24 hours. 

 

To protect yourself and your family from the spread of the flu:  

Get a flu shot. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

Stay home or keep your student home if sick. 

Cover mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing then throw the tissue away. 

Wash hands frequently. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 

Get plenty of sleep, physical activity, drink plenty of water, and eat good foods. 

Don’t share drinks (water bottles, soda, etc.) or eating utensils. 

 

What to do if you get the flu:  rest, drink plenty of liquids, avoid using alcohol and tobacco, and you may want to take medication to re-
lieve the symptoms. A virus causes influenza, so antibiotics don’t work to cure it. If started within the first two days of the flu, antiviral 
medications may decrease symptoms and shorten the duration of illness. Do not give aspirin to a child or teenager who has flu-like symp-
toms.  

 

If your student is getting over an illness and is no longer acutely ill (no fever or vomiting for 24 hours), she/he can attend school. 

 

Many people use the term “stomach flu” to describe illnesses with nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.  Many different viruses or bacteria can 
cause these symptoms.  The flu is a respiratory disease and not a stomach or intestinal disease.    
   

Info from CDC Website, 2005 

 

Be Healthy! 

Stacey Barlow, RN 

School Nurse Consultant 

Wellness Corner 
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Academy Charter School 

Middle School Valentine Dance 

February 22 5:30 PM-8:30 PM  

Where:   ACS Gymnasium  

Dress:  Formal Attire 

Boys may wear: 

Suits or dress code pants with a collared shirt, dress shoes 

Girls may wear:  

 Formal dresses with straps or dressy black pants, heels, & Light-colored 

nail polish and light make up 

Admission cost:   

A food tray for sharing 

  Fruit, veggies, chips, desserts, snack foods 

And $2.00 admission fee 

Drinks will be provided for by ACS STUCO 

This is for all ACS students in 6th, 7th and 8th grades 

**Parents must pick up their student(s) by 8:45 PM 

Sponsored by the ACS Student Council and Sponsors 
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Dear ACS Families: 

 

We are about halfway through the school year and we wanted to report how we are doing so far.  We are steadily moving toward our fi-
nancial objectives with about $17,500.00 in donations but we still have a long way to go.  Please just fill out the attached envelope and 
send it back to school.  Remember, this is all in lieu of traditional fundraising.  There will be no fundraising materials sent home for you 
to purchase or sell.  Our fundraising objectives are listed below. 

 

Proposed 2007-2008 Fundraising Budget 
 

New Curriculum                                                                      $60,000.00  

FM Receiver Headsets                                        + $25,000.00 

                                  

                                                                               TOTAL     $ 85,000.00 

 

Please just fill out the bottom portion of this letter and send your donation to the front office.  Together we can reach these goals that 
will enhance our children’s learning experience here at Academy Charter School. 

 

Thank You, 

Brandi Essegian & Elizabeth Zarada 

 

 

DIRECT DONATION SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM-ACS PTO 
 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

  

E-Mail________________________________________________        Phone_______________ 

 

Children attending ACS_________________________________________________________ 

Select your sponsorship level: 

$______ Friend of ACS               $200+ Bronze                $300+ Silver 

 

$400+Gold                        $500+ Platinum 

 

Will your employer match your donation?   Yes 

How will you be paying? 

Check Enclosed  Credit Card ï You can pay in full or charge monthly at the front office. 
Please charge my credit card in full, no monthly payment. (At the front office)  

May we thank you publicly?  Yes            No, please list me as an anonymous donor 

VP’s Fundraising 


