Teaching Philosophy of Ryan Gudmundson
What is the ideal classroom environment within a school and community?  The ideal classroom is where high standards and high student achievement meet creativity and freedom of thought. Yet, how does one achieve this ideal classroom? A teacher can set up the student for high achievement with tough, clear, compassionate classroom management techniques.
This is my own personal educational philosophy that has developed over my experience student teaching in Castle Rock, Colorado.  My student teaching experience completely turned my teaching philosophy on its head.  I have had to re-adjust and find what makes my classroom work to the fullest potential. Classroom management is one of the most important factors for attaining the highest student achievement. Obviously, there are many other factors that contribute to high student achievement: competent and caring teachers, a strong curriculum, effective teaching practices, community and parent support, and leadership in the schools. Yet for middle school and junior high school aged students, classroom management can he be the “x-factor” for success seen in the classroom. 
The taste of freedom of expression and thought without clear teacher expectations can send some students down the wrong, and often times, opposite direction the teacher intended. Setting tough guidelines and high standards from day one, week one, month one, quarter one, semester one, year one, will help achieve the teacher’s objectives. With this in mind, an increased sense of responsibility in ones’ education taught by the teacher can effectively model future independence for students.   Yet, there is also another important factor that middle school and junior high aged students crave: positive, constructive, compassionate attention to them and their schooling. A combination of tough yet compassionate classroom management techniques is one step in the right direction for an ideal classroom setting.

Individualism and creativity is an important release of human emotion. Without these, an individual will struggle to find his or her identity within a complex society.  As a result of tough, clear, compassionate classroom management, the classroom will be a conducive environment dedicated to freedom of thought, creativity, and individualism. Middle school and junior high school aged students still need the structure and a safety net, but their independence needs to be let out in incremental steps. 

Tough, clear and compassionate classroom management techniques will result in an environment of safe, individualistic classroom thought. This is the idyllic social studies classroom I seek.  Using past experience and self reflection, I believe that this model will work best for my classroom.  In education, a classroom with constructive attention to high standards of work habits and freedom of thought will achieve an ideal classroom setting for the students, school and overall community.  

